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PART 1
PRELIMINARY
Short title

1. This Act is the Info-communications Media Development
Authority Act 2016.
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Interpretation
2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“Authority” means the Info-communications Media
Development Authority established by section 3;

“broadcasting licence” has the meaning given by section 2(1) of
the Broadcasting Act 1994;

“broadcasting service” has the meaning given by section 2(1) of
the Broadcasting Act 1994;

“Chairperson”, in relation to the Authority, means the member
of the Authority who 1s appointed under section 13(1)(a) as
the Chairperson of the Authority, and includes any individual
acting in that capacity;

“Chief Executive” means the Chief Executive of the Authority,
and includes any individual acting in that capacity;

“code of practice” means a code of practice or standard of
performance issued under section 61;

“committee”, in relation to the Authority, means a committee of
the Authority appointed under section 36;

“committee member” means a member of a committee of the
Authority appointed under section 36;

“delegate”, in relation to the Authority, means a person to whom
the Authority, under section 38(1), delegates any of its
functions or powers;

“Deputy Chairperson”, in relation to the Authority, means the
member of the Authority who 1is appointed under
section 13(1)(b) as the Deputy Chairperson of the Authority;

“document” includes any device or medium on which
information is recorded or stored;

“employee”, in relation to the Authority, means —

(a) in the case of section 6(2)(») and Part 9, an individual
who is employed by the Authority under a contract of
service; or

31.12.2021
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(b) in any other case, an individual who is employed by
the Authority under a contract of service or who 1is
otherwise engaged to perform duties in the Authority;

“essential resource” means any apparatus, accessory, system,
service, information or other resource of any kind that is —

(a) used or intended to be used in connection with the
provision of any media service; and

(b) specified by the Authority, by notification in the
Gazette, to be an essential resource;

“function”, in relation to the Authority, means a function
conferred on the Authority by this Act or any other Act;

“information and communications service” means any service
involving the use of information and communications
technology;

“information and communications system” means any system
used or intended to be wused for information and
communications technology;

“information and communications technology” means any
technology employed in the collection, storage, use or
transmission of information, and includes a technology that
involves the use of a computer or a telecommunication
system,;

“information, communications and media industry” means an
industry comprising persons who carry on any business or
engage in any commercial activity in connection with one or
more, or any part, or any combination, of the following:

(a) an information and communications service;

(b) a media service;

(c) an information and communications system;

(d) an information and communications technology;

“inspecting officer” means an individual who is appointed as an
inspecting officer under section 42;
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“media” means —

(a) a film as defined in section 2(1) of the Films
Act 1981;

(b) a newspaper;
(c) a broadcasting service;

(d) a publication as defined in section 2 of the
Undesirable Publications Act 1967; or

(e) any other medium of communication of information,
entertainment or other matter to the public (or a
section of the public) that the Minister may, by order
in the Gazette, specity,

and “media industry” and “media service” have
corresponding meanings;

“member”, in relation to the Authority, means a member of the
Authority appointed under section 11, and includes a
temporary member appointed under section 15(2);

“newspaper” has the meaning given by section 2(1) of the
Newspaper and Printing Presses Act 1974;

“newspaper company” has the meaning given by section 2(1) of
the Newspaper and Printing Presses Act 1974;

“power”, in relation to the Authority, means a power given to the
Authority by this Act or any other Act;

“proprietor”, in relation to a newspaper, has the meaning given
by section 2(1) of the Newspaper and Printing Presses
Act 1974;

“regulated person” means —
(a) in the case of section 65, a newspaper company; or

(b) 1n any other case, the holder of a broadcasting licence
or the proprietor of a newspaper,

that is specified by the Minister, by notification in the
Gaczette, to be a regulated person;

31.12.2021
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“telecommunication service’ has the meaning given by section 2
of the Telecommunications Act 1999;

“telecommunication system’ has the meaning given by section 2
of the Telecommunications Act 1999;

“telecommunications” has the meaning given by section 2 of the
Telecommunications Act 1999.

[5/2018]

PART 2

ESTABLISHMENT, FUNCTIONS AND POWERS
OF AUTHORITY

Info-communications Media Development Authority
3. A body called the Info-communications Media Development
Authority is established by this section.
Authority is body corporate
4. The Authority —
(a) 1s a body corporate with perpetual succession;

(b) may acquire, hold and dispose of real and personal
property; and

(c¢) may sue and be sued in its corporate name.

Functions of Authority
5.—(1) The Authority has the following functions:

(a) to promote the efficiency, competitiveness (including
internationally) and development of the information,
communications and media industry in Singapore;

(b) to promote and maintain fair and efficient market conduct
and effective competition between persons engaged in
commercial activities in connection with media services or
telecommunication systems and services in Singapore ofr,
in the absence of a competitive market, to prevent the
misuse of monopoly or market power;
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(c) to regulate the provision and use of telecommunication
systems, and equipment and software in connection with

such

systems, and telecommunication services, in

Singapore, including by —

(i)

(i)

ensuring that telecommunication services are
reasonably accessible to all persons in Singapore,
and are supplied as efficiently and economically as
practicable and at performance standards that
reasonably meet the social, industrial and
commercial needs of Singapore; and

determining or approving prices, tariffs and charges
for the provision of telecommunication systems and
services;

(d) to regulate the provision and use of media services, and
equipment and facilities used in connection with media
services, in Singapore, including by —

(i)

(if)

(iii)

facilitating the provision of an adequate range of
media services that serves the interests of the general
public;

ensuring that media services are provided at a high
standard in all respects, particularly in respect of the
quality, balance and range of subject matter of their
content; and

ensuring that the content of media services is not
against public interest, public order or national
harmony, and does not offend against good taste or
decency;

(e) to promote the use of the Internet and electronic commerce
in Singapore and to establish regulatory frameworks for
that purpose;

(f) to regulate and manage domain names of Internet websites
in Singapore;

(g¢) to promote the use of information and communications
technology in Singapore and, where necessary, to

31.12.2021
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collaborate with the Government Technology Agency
(established by section 3 of the Government Technology
Agency Act 2016) in respect of that;

(h) to promote, where suitable, self-regulation in the
information, communications and media industry in
Singapore;

(i) to advise the Government on matters relating to the
information, communications and media industry and the
functions of the Authority;

(/) to represent Singapore and advance Singapore’s interest
internationally in matters relating to the information,
communications and media industry;

(k) to promote research and development into technological
matters relating to the information, communications and
media industry;

(/) to promote and set standards for the training, and the
upgrading of the competencies, of persons for the purposes
of the information, communications and media industry in
Singapore;

(m) to provide consultancy services in or outside Singapore
relating to the information, communications and media
industry;

(n) to perform such other functions as may be conferred on the
Authority by any other Act.

(2) In performing the functions conferred on the Authority by
subsection (1), the Authority is to have regard to —

(a) efficiency and economy;

(D) the social, industrial and commercial needs of Singapore
for information and communications services and media
services; and

(c) the convergence of information and communications
services and media services, and the need to
accommodate technological changes, in and outside
Singapore.
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(3) The Authority may also undertake such other functions as the
Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, assign to the Authority,
and in so undertaking —

(a) the Authority is deemed to be fulfilling the purposes of this
Act; and

(b) the provisions of this Act apply to the Authority in respect
of those other functions.

(4) Nothing in this section imposes on the Authority, directly or
indirectly, any form of duty or liability enforceable by proceedings
before any court to which the Authority would not otherwise be
subject.

Powers of Authority

6.—(1) Subject to this Act, the Authority has power to do all things
necessary or convenient to be done for, or in connection with, the
performance of its functions.

(2) Without limiting subsection (1), powers of the Authority
include power —

(a) to issue or approve, and monitor the compliance with,
codes of practice, standards of performance and advisory
guidelines on any matter relating to the functions of the
Authority;

(b) to control and regulate the management and allocation of
numbering plans and schemes for telecommunication
systems and services;

(c) to construct, install, maintain, repair, operate and supply
any installation, plant, system or equipment, or any
building relating to that, for telecommunications or
broadcasting purposes;

(d) to engage (on its own or with another person) in the
manufacture or sale, whether in or outside Singapore, of
any equipment for telecommunications or broadcasting
purposes;

31.12.2021
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to provide all forms of information and communications
systems and services;

to determine such rates, charges and fees, or their
apportionment, as between the Authority and
telecommunications authorities outside Singapore, as the
Authority considers appropriate;

to charge for the provision of goods or services, or the
performance of work, by or on behalf of the Authority;

to waive or refund the whole or part of any fee or charges
payable or paid to the Authority under this Act or any other
Act administered by the Authority;

to collaborate with other organisations (in or outside
Singapore) for the purposes of promoting information and
communications services and media services;

to conduct or commission research on the effect of media
content, or public opinion or community attitudes on issues
relating to media content;

to conduct research and investigations necessary for the
development of information and communications services
and media services in Singapore;

to organise, provide for or collaborate with any person on
training programmes, assessments and certifications of,
and scholarships for, persons in relation to the information,
communications and media industry;

to become a member or an affiliate of an international body
that has functions similar to those of the Authority;

to enter into agreements and arrangements;

to form or participate in the formation of a body corporate,
unincorporated association or trust, or enter into a joint
venture with any person;

to carry out such works or activities as the Authority
considers to be necessary, advantageous or convenient,
with a view to making the best use of the Authority’s
assets;
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to accept grants, gifts, donations or contributions from any
source, or raise funds by all lawful means;

to grant loans to, or guarantee the loans of, the employees
of the Authority;

to provide financial support, grant, aid or assistance to any
person in connection with any function of the Authority;
and

to do any other thing that is necessary or convenient to be
done for or in connection with, or as incidental to, the
performance of its functions.

(3) To avoid doubt, subsection (1) does not limit any other power
given to the Authority by any other provision in this Act or by any

other Act.

Powers of Authority in relation to proposals for privatisation

7.—(1) Where the Minister proposes to transfer any property or
function of the Authority to another body corporate (called in this
section the transferee), the Authority has the power to do anything
which, in the opinion of the Authority, is appropriate for the purpose

of —

(@)
(6)

(©)

(d)

facilitating the implementation of the Minister’s proposal;

facilitating the implementation of, or securing a
modification of, any related proposal of the Minister;

promoting, in relation to the Minister’s proposal or related
proposal, the interest of the transferee; or

promoting, in relation to the Minister’s proposal or related
proposal, the interest of a body corporate that may become,
under the Minister’s proposal or related proposal, a
member of the same group as the transferee.

(2) To avoid doubt, subsection (1) does not limit any other power
given to the Authority by any other provision in this Act or by any

other Act.

(3) For the purposes of subsection (1)(d), a body corporate is a
member of the same group as the transferee if —

31.12.2021
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(a) the body corporate is a holding company or subsidiary of
the transferee; or

(b) the body corporate is another subsidiary of the transferee’s
holding company.

(4) In this section —

“holding company” and “subsidiary” have the meanings given
by section 5 of the Companies Act 1967,

“related proposal” means a proposal of the Minister that relates
to the Minister’s proposal to transfer a property or function of
the Authority to the transferee, and includes a proposal
relating to or connected with —

(a) any property, right or liability of the Authority that
would be affected by the proposed transfer, or that is
proposed to be transferred to the transferee;

(b) the performance, whether before or after the transfer,
of a function of the Authority that is proposed to be
transferred to the transferee; or

(c) the formation, flotation, control, finances, or officers
or employees, of the transferee or of any other body
corporate that may become, under the Minister’s
proposal or related proposal, a member of the same
group as the transferee.

Directions of Minister, etc.

8.—(1) The Minister may give to the Authority any direction under

section 5 of the Public Sector (Governance) Act 2018.
[5/2018]

(2) To avoid doubt, the Minister is entitled —
(a) to information in the Authority’s possession; and

(b) where the information is in or on a document, to have, and
make and retain copies of, that document.

(3) For the purposes of this section, the Minister may request the
Authority —
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(a) to provide information to the Minister; or
(b) to give the Minister access to information.
(4) The Authority must comply with a request under subsection (3).

(5) Inthis section, “information” means information specified, or of
a description specified, by the Minister that relates to the Authority’s
functions, and includes a document.

Authority’s symbols, etc.

9.—(1) The Authority has the exclusive right to the use of one or
more symbols or representations as it may select or devise (each
called in this section the Authority’s symbol or representation), and to
display or exhibit those symbols or representations in connection
with the Authority’s activities or affairs.

(2) A person who —

(a) uses, without the Authority’s prior written permission, a
symbol or representation that is identical with the
Authority’s symbol or representation; or

(b) uses a symbol or representation that so resembles the
Authority’s symbol or representation as to deceive or cause
confusion, or to be likely to deceive or to cause confusion,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
6 months or to both.

PART 3
CONSTITUTION AND MEMBERSHIP OF AUTHORITY
Division 1 — Appointment, resignation and removal
Membership of Authority

10.—(1) The Authority consists of at least 6 and not more than
20 members.

(2) One of the members (who is not the Chairperson or Deputy
Chairperson) may be the Chief Executive.

31.12.2021
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Appointment of members of Authority
11.—(1) Each member is to be appointed by the Minister.

(2) Every appointment must be made by instrument in writing
given to the member.

(3) The instrument must state —
(a) the term of the appointment; and

(b) the date the appointment takes effect (which must not be
earlier than the date on which the member receives the
instrument).

Membership disqualification

12.—(1) In appointing members, the Minister must have regard to
whether the members will collectively possess the appropriate
knowledge, skills and experience to assist the Authority to perform
its functions effectively.

(2) The following individuals are disqualified to be or from being a
member:

(a) a Judge or judicial officer;
(b) an undischarged bankrupt;

(¢) an individual who has been sentenced to imprisonment for
a term of 6 months or more, and has not received a free
pardon;

(d) an individual who is —

(1) disqualified under section 154(1) of the Companies
Act 1967 from acting as a director, or taking part
(directly or indirectly) in the management, of a
company during the period of disqualification in that
section; or

(11) disqualified by a court order (under section 149(1),
149A(1) or 154(2) of the Companies Act 1967) from
being a director or in any way (directly or indirectly)
being concerned in, or taking part in, the
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management of a company during the period of
disqualification in the court order;

(e) an individual who lacks capacity in respect of his or her
duties as a member within the meaning of the Mental
Capacity Act 2008, or in respect of whom an order is made
under section 10 of the Mental Health (Care and
Treatment) Act 2008.

Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson

13.—(1) The Minister may, by instrument in writing, appoint —

(a) a member to be the Chairperson of the Authority for the
period specified in the instrument; and

(b) a member (other than the Chairperson) to be the Deputy
Chairperson of the Authority for the period specified in the
instrument.

(2) A member who is appointed as the Chief Executive is not
eligible for an appointment under subsection (1).

(3) The Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson holds office until —

(a) his or her term of office as Chairperson or Deputy
Chairperson (as the case may be) expires;

(b) he or she ceases to hold office as a member; or

(c¢) the Minister terminates his or her appointment as
Chairperson or Deputy Chairperson (as the case may be),

whichever first happens.

(4) The Deputy Chairperson has and may perform all the functions
and exercise all the powers of the Chairperson in relation to a matter
if —

(a) the Chairperson is unavailable; or

(b) the Chairperson is interested (within the meaning given by
Part 4 of the Public Sector (Governance) Act 2018) in the

matter.
[5/2018]

31.12.2021



Info-communications Media
18 Development Authority Act 2016 2020 Ed.

Premature vacancies

14.—(1) If a premature vacancy occurs in the office of a member,
the Minister may, subject to sections 10 and 12, appoint an individual
to fill the vacancy and hold that office for the remainder of the term
for which the vacating member was appointed.

(2) Section 11 applies to an appointment under subsection (1).

(3) In this section, “premature vacancy”, for an office, means a
vacancy that occurs in that office for any reason other than the expiry
of the term of office.

Temporary Chairperson and members

15.—(1) The Minister may appoint an individual (other than the
Chief Executive) to act temporarily as the Chairperson of the
Authority during any period, or during all periods, when the
Chairperson —

(a) is absent from duty or from Singapore; or

(b) 1s, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

(2) The Minister may appoint an individual to act temporarily as a
member of the Authority (other than the Chairperson) during any
period, or during all periods, when the member —

(a) is absent from duty or from Singapore; or

(b) 1s, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

(3) Anindividual is ineligible for appointment under this section to
act as the Chairperson or a member if the individual is disqualified
under section 12(2) for appointment as a member of the Authority.

Removal of member

16.—(1) The Minister may, at any time and without giving any
reason, remove a member from office.

(2) Every removal under subsection (1) must be made by written
notice to the member.
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(3) The notice must state the date the removal takes effect (which
must not be earlier than the date on which the member receives the
notice).

Resignation from office

17.—(1) A member may resign his or her office by written notice to
the Minister.

(2) The resignation is effective —

(a) on the expiry of one month after the date on which the
Minister receives the notice; or

(b) on any later date specified in the notice.

Validity of acts, etc.

18.—(1) The performance of any function, or the exercise of any
power, by the Authority is not affected merely because at the relevant
time —

(a) there was a vacancy in the membership of the Authority,
including a vacancy arising from the failure to appoint a
member;

(b) there was some defect or irregularity in the appointment or
continuance in office of an individual purporting to be a
member; or

(c) there was an irregularity in the Authority’s
decision-making procedure (but only if the irregularity

did not affect the merits of the decision made).
[5/2018]
(2) The acts of an individual as a member of the Authority are not
affected merely because there was some defect or irregularity in the
appointment or continuance in office of the individual purporting to

be a member.

31.12.2021
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Division 2 — Terms and conditions for members
Term of appointment

19.—(1) The term of appointment of a member must not exceed
3 years.

(2) A member may be re-appointed.

Remuneration, etc.

20. The members are to be paid, out of the funds of the Authority,
such salaries, fees and allowances as the Minister may determine.
Vacation of office

21.—(1) A member ceases to hold office if he or she —

(a) dies;
(b) 1s adjudicated a bankrupt;

(c¢) becomes disqualified from being a member under
section 12(2);

(d) is removed from office in accordance with section 16;
(e) resigns in accordance with section 17;

(/) without reasonable cause, fails to disclose any interest
required to be disclosed under the Public Sector
(Governance) Act 2018 and the Authority reports to the
Minister under that Act of the member’s failure to do so;

(g) fails to attend 3 consecutive meetings of the Authority
(without the approval of the Authority); or

(h) 1is not re-appointed when his or her term of office expires.
[5/2018]

(2) A member is not entitled to any compensation or other payment
or benefit relating to his or her ceasing, for any reason, to hold office
as a member.

Other terms and conditions

22. The Minister may specify other terms and conditions of
appointment of a member in the instrument of appointment.
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Division 3 — [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]
23. to 27. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]

PART 4
DECISION-MAKING BY AUTHORITY
Division 1 — Meetings
Procedure generally
28. Except as otherwise provided under this Act or any other Act,
the members may regulate their own procedure.
Notice of meetings

29.—(1) The Authority is to hold such meetings as are necessary
for performing its functions.

(2) The Chairperson must appoint the times and places of the
meetings of the Authority, and cause notice of those meetings to be
given to each member not present when the appointment is made.

(3) If the Chairperson receives a written request, signed by 4 or
more members, that a meeting of the Authority be convened for a
purpose specified in the request, the Chairperson must, within 7 days
after receiving the request, convene a meeting for that purpose.

30. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]

Quorum

31.—(1) The quorum for a meeting of the Authority is the higher of
the following:

(a) one-third of the number of members;
(b) 3 members.

(2) No business may be transacted at a meeting of the Authority if a
quorum is not present.

31.12.2021
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Presiding at meetings

32.—(1) At a meeting of the Authority, the following person
presides:

(a) if there is a Chairperson and he or she is present and is not
interested (within the meaning given by Part 4 of the Public
Sector (Governance) Act 2018) in the matter — the
Chairperson;

(b) ifthere is no Chairperson, or the Chairperson is not present
or is interested (within the meaning given by Part 4 of the
Public Sector (Governance) Act 2018) in the matter, and
there is a Deputy Chairperson who is present and is not
interested (within the meaning given by Part 4 of the Public
Sector (Governance) Act 2018) in the matter — the Deputy
Chairperson;

(¢) in any other case, the member elected, from among the
members present at the meeting, to preside.
[5/2018]
(2) The person specified in subsection (1)(b) or (c) may perform the
functions and exercise the powers of the Chairperson for the purposes
of the meeting.

Voting at meetings
33.—(1) Each member has one vote.

(2) In addition to his or her general vote, the person presiding at a
meeting has, in the case of an equality of votes at the meeting, a
casting vote.

(3) A decision is adopted by the Authority at a meeting if it is
agreed to by all members present at the meeting without dissent or if a
majority of the votes cast on it are in favour of it.

(4) A member present at a meeting of the Authority is presumed to
have agreed to, and to have cast a vote in favour of, a decision of the
Authority unless he or she expressly dissents from or votes against
the decision at the meeting.

34. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]
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Execution of documents
35.—(1) The Authority must have a seal.

(2) The Authority’s seal is to be kept and used as authorised by the
Authority.

(3) A document is duly executed by the Authority if —

(a) the Authority’s seal is affixed to the document in the
presence of one of its members who must sign the
document to attest that the seal was so affixed, and the
document is signed —

(1) by any 2 members generally or specially authorised
by the Authority for the purpose; or

(i1) by one member and the Chief Executive; or

(b) it is signed on behalf of the Authority by a person or
persons authorised to do so by the Authority and in
accordance with the terms of that authorisation.

(4) Where a document is to be executed under seal, the Authority
may, under subsection (3)(b), authorise one or more of its employees
to execute, on the Authority’s behalf, the document under the
Authority’s seal in accordance with the terms of that authorisation.

(5) A document purporting to be executed in accordance with this
section is presumed to be duly executed until the contrary is shown.

(6) All courts, judges and persons acting judicially must take
judicial notice of the imprint of the seal of the Authority appearing on
a document.

(7) When a document is produced bearing a seal purporting to be
the seal of the Authority, it is presumed that the seal is the Authority’s
seal until the contrary is shown.

Division 2 — Committees and delegation
Appointment of committees

36.—(1) The Authority may appoint any number of committees
that it thinks fit for purposes which, in the opinion of the Authority,

31.12.2021
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would be better regulated and managed by means of those
committees.

(2) A committee appointed under this section may consist of such
individuals as the Authority thinks fit, and may include individuals
who are not members of the Authority.

(3) Without limiting subsection (1), the Authority may appoint
committees —

(a) to advise the Authority on matters relating to the
Authority’s functions and powers that are referred to the
committee by the Authority; or

(b) to perform any function or exercise any power of the
Authority that is delegated to the committee, if the
committee includes at least one member of the Authority.

(4) Anindividual may not be appointed as a member of a committee
unless, before appointment, he or she discloses to the Authority the
details of any interest (within the meaning given by Part 4 of the
Public Sector (Governance) Act 2018) the individual may have if he

or she were a member of that committee.
[5/2018]

Proceedings of committees, etc.

37.—(1) Subject to this Act, the Public Sector (Governance)
Act 2018 and the control of the Authority, a committee appointed

under section 36 may regulate its own proceedings and business.
[5/2018]

(2) Section 18 applies to a committee and the members of the
committee, with the necessary modifications.
Ability to delegate

38.—(1) The Authority may delegate any of its functions or
powers, either generally or specially and subject to any conditions or
restrictions that it thinks fit, to any of the following persons:

(a) a member of the Authority;
(b) the Chief Executive or an employee of the Authority;
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(¢) a committee of the Authority that includes at least one
member of the Authority;

(d) a company that is incorporated in Singapore and is a
subsidiary of the Authority.

(2) A delegation under subsection (1) must be by written notice
given to the delegate.

(3) Subsection (1) does not apply to any function or power under
this Act or any other Act that is declared by this Act or that other Act
to be non-delegable.

[5/2018]

(4) A delegation in accordance with this section —

(a) except as otherwise provided in this Act or any other Act
administered by the Authority, does not affect or prevent
the performance of any function or the exercise of any
power by the Authority;

(b) 1s not affected by any change in the membership of a
committee (where the committee is the delegate), so long
as the committee includes at least one member of the
Authority; and

(c) isnot affected by any change in the individual appointed as
the Chief Executive or holding any specified office in the
Authority (where the Chief Executive or the holder of the

specified office is the delegate).
[5/2018]

(5) For the purposes of subsection (1)(c), a company is a subsidiary
of the Authority if —

(a) the Authority is the sole member of that company; or
(b) the Authority, as a member of that company, holds more
than half of the voting power in that company.
Validity of delegate’s acts, etc.

39. A delegate who purports to perform a function or exercise a
power under delegation —
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(a) is taken to do so in accordance with the terms of the
delegation under section 38, unless the contrary is shown;
and

(b) must produce evidence of the delegation, if reasonably
requested to do so.

PART 5
PERSONNEL MATTERS
Chief Executive, officers and employees, etc.

40.—(1) There must be a Chief Executive of the Authority, whose
appointment, removal, discipline and promotion must be in
accordance with the Public Sector (Governance) Act 2018.

[5/2018]

(2) The Authority may, subject to the Public Sector (Governance)
Act 2018, appoint an individual to act temporarily as the Chief
Executive during any period, or during all periods, when the Chief
Executive —

(a) is absent from duty or Singapore; or

(b) 1s, for any reason, unable to perform the duties of the
office.

[5/2018]

(3) The Authority may, subject to the Public Sector (Governance)

Act 2018, appoint and employ, on such terms and conditions as it may

determine, such other officers, employees, consultants and agents as
may be necessary for the effective performance of its functions.

[5/2018]

41. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]

Inspecting officers

42. The Authority may appoint, by name or office, from among the
Authority’s employees any number of inspecting officers required for
the purposes of this Act.

43. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]
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Preservation of secrecy

44.—(1) The Chief Executive, a member, an employee or a
delegate of the Authority, or a committee member, who has
information in his or her capacity as such that would not otherwise
be available to him or her, must not disclose that information to any
person except —

(a) in the performance of the Authority’s functions;
(b) with the prior authorisation from the Authority to do so;

(¢) in complying with the requirements in this Act for a
member of the Authority or a committee member to
disclose an interest;

(d) as required or allowed by this Act or any other Act; or
(e) as required by an order of court.

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
$2,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to
both.

Protection from personal liability

45. No liability shall lie against the Chief Executive, any member,
employee or delegate of the Authority, any committee member, or
any other person acting under the direction of the Authority, for
anything done or purported to be done, or omitted to be done, in good
faith and with reasonable care in —

(a) the performance or purported performance of any function
of the Authority; or

(b) the exercise or purported exercise of any power of the
Authority.
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PART 6
FINANCIAL PROVISIONS
Financial year

46. The financial year of the Authority begins on 1 April of each
year and ends on 31 March of the succeeding year.

Revenue and property of Authority
47.—(1) The funds and property of the Authority include —

(a) all moneys paid to the Authority by way of grants,
subsidies, donations, gifts and contributions for the
purposes of the Authority;

(h) all moneys paid to, and all other moneys and property
lawfully received by, the Authority for the purposes of the
Authority;

(c) all fees, charges and other sums paid to the Authority (or an
employee of the Authority or any other person acting on
behalf of the Authority), under this Act or any other Act
administered by the Authority, except as otherwise
provided in section 48 or that other Act;

(d) all moneys, dividends, royalties, interest or income
received from any transaction made under the powers of
the Authority under this Act or any other Act administered
by the Authority;

(e) all moneys borrowed by the Authority under this Act; and
(f) all accumulations of income derived from any property or
money mentioned in paragraphs (a) to (e).

(2) The moneys of the Authority are to be applied only in payment
of expenses incurred by it in the discharge of its functions, obligations
and liabilities, and in making any payment that the Authority is
authorised or required to make.
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Payments into Consolidated Fund

48. All sums collected for the composition of an offence under this
Act or any other Act administered by the Authority must be paid into
the Consolidated Fund.

Bank accounts

49.—(1) The Authority must open and maintain one or more
accounts with such bank or banks as the Authority thinks fit.

(2) Every account mentioned in subsection (1) may only be
operated by a person who is authorised to do so by the Authority.

50. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]
51. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]

Power of investment

52. The Authority may invest its moneys in accordance with the
standard investment power of statutory bodies as defined in
section 33A of the Interpretation Act 1965.

Issue of shares, etc.

53. As a consequence of —

(a) the vesting of any property, right or liability in the
Authority under this Act; or

(b) any capital injection or other investment by the
Government in the Authority in accordance with any
other written law,

the Authority must issue such shares or other securities to the
Minister for Finance as that Minister may direct.
Borrowing power

54.—(1) The Authority cannot raise loans for the performance of its
functions under this Act or any other Act administered by the
Authority except in accordance with this section.

31.12.2021



Info-communications Media
30 Development Authority Act 2016 2020 Ed.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), the Authority may raise loans by —

(a) mortgage, overdraft or other means, with or without
security;

(b) charge, whether legal or equitable, on any property vested
in the Authority or on any other revenue receivable by the
Authority under this Act or any other written law; or

(c) the creation and issue of debentures or bonds, or such other
instrument as the Minister may approve.

(3) The Authority may raise loans under subsection (2) —
(@) from the Government; or

(b) with the approval of the Minister, from another source,
whether in or outside Singapore.

(4) For the purposes of this section, the power to raise loans

includes the power to enter into any financial agreement or
arrangement under which credit facilities are granted to the
Authority for the purchase of goods or services.

55. to 59. [Repealed by Act 5 of 2018]

PART 7
COMPETITION AND CONSUMER PROTECTION
Application of this Part

60.—(1) This Part applies to markets connected with the provision
of media services.

(2) This Part does not affect the operation of, or the exercise of any
power by any person under, any other Act.
Codes of practice, etc.

61.—(1) The Authority may issue one or more codes of practice,
standards of performance and advisory guidelines for all or any of the
following purposes:

(a) to enable and maintain fair market conduct in the media
industry in Singapore;
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(b) to safeguard the interests of consumers of media services
and of the public generally in relation to the provision of
media services;

(c¢) to provide guidance in relation to the operation or
administration of any provision of this Part;

(d) generally for carrying out the purposes of this Part.
(2) Without limiting subsection (1), a code of practice may —

(a) specify the obligations of a person in relation to the
person’s business operations in the media industry; and

(b) provide for fees or charges to be paid to the Authority in
relation to any application or request made to the Authority
under the code of practice.

(3) The Authority may, at any time —

(a) vary a code of practice, including by adding anything to the
code of practice, with respect to any purpose specified in
subsection (1); or

(b) revoke a code of practice.

(4) Upon issuing a code of practice under subsection (1), or varying
or revoking a code of practice under subsection (3), the Authority
must —

(a) publish the code of practice, or its variation or revocation,
in a manner that will secure adequate publicity for it;

(b) specify in the publication the date on which the code of
practice, or its variation or revocation, takes effect; and

(c) ensure that the code of practice (including any variation to
it) remains available to the public for access and inspection
without charge.

(5) The issue, variation or revocation of a code of practice does not
have force or effect until the code of practice, or its variation or
revocation, (as the case may be) is published in accordance with
subsection (4)(a) and (b).
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(6) If any provision of a code of practice is inconsistent with this
Act or any other Act administered by the Authority, that provision —

(a) has effect subject to this Act or that other Act; or

(b) having regard to this Act or that other Act, does not have
effect.

(7) Subject to subsection (8) —

(a) every regulated person must comply with a code of
practice (or any part of it) applicable to that regulated
person; and

(b) every person who owns or controls an essential resource
must comply with a code of practice (or any part of it)
applicable to that person.

(8) The Authority may, either generally or for such time as the
Authority may specify, waive the application of any code of practice
(or any part of it) to any person or class of persons.

(9) A code of practice issued under this section is deemed not to be
subsidiary legislation.

Agreements, etc., preventing, restricting or distorting
competition

62.—(1) This section applies to an agreement, a decision or a
concerted practice that is, or intended to be, implemented in
Singapore before, on or after 1 October 2016.

(2) A regulated person must not execute or engage in any
agreement, decision or concerted practice —

(a) that is of a nature specified by the Authority in a code of
practice; and

(b) that has, as its object or effect, the prevention, restriction or
distortion of competition in any market (or any part of it)
connected to the provision of media services in Singapore.

(3) Any agreement or decision described in subsection (2) is void.
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Abuse of dominant position

63.—(1) Any conduct on the part of one or more regulated persons
that —

(a) amounts to an ab