
THE STATUTES OF THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE

FILMS ACT

(CHAPTER 107)

(Original Enactment: Act 22 of 1981)

REVISED EDITION 1998

(15th December 1998)

Prepared and Published by

THE LAW REVISION COMMISSION
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF

THE REVISED EDITION OF THE LAWS ACT (CHAPTER 275)

Informal Consolidation – version in force from 1/10/2016



CHAPTER 107

Films Act

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
Section

1. Short title
2. Interpretation
3. Board of Film Censors and appointment of officers
4. Procedure of Board
4A. Advisory committees
5. Delegation of powers and duties by Board
6. Licence for carrying on business of importing, making,

distributing or exhibiting films
7. Application for licence
8. Security
9. Licence fee
10. Period for which licence is in force
11. Revocation and suspension of licence
12. Films made in Singapore to be deposited in approved warehouse
13. Importation and removal of films from approved warehouse
14. Submission of films for censorship
15. Prohibition and approval of films for exhibition
16. Classification of films
17. Alterations and excisions of films by Board
18. Retention of prohibited films by Board
19. Duplicate film
20. Interdiction of films approved by Board
21. Penalty for possession, exhibition or distribution of uncensored

films
22. Advertisement of films for exhibition prohibited unless approved

by Board
23. Search for unauthorised films and arrest of persons
24. Appeals
25. Committee of Appeal
26. Powers of Committee of Appeal
27. Minister may order Committee of Appeal to inspect any film
28. Disposal of unclaimed films
29. Offences involving dealings in obscene films
30. Possession of obscene films

Informal Consolidation – version in force from 1/10/2016

1

1998 Ed.



Section

31. Advertising obscene films
32. Offences involving children and young persons
33. Making, distribution and exhibition of party political films
34. Search and seizure of unlawful films
35. Minister may prohibit possession or distribution of any film
36. Protection from personal liability
37. Protection of Board and Government from liability
38. Officers to be public servants
39. Court for trial of offence
39A. Payment of fees, etc.
40. Exemptions
41. Regulations

An Act relating to the possession, importation, making, distribution
and exhibition of films.

[1st October 1981]

Short title

1. This Act may be cited as the Films Act.

Interpretation

2.—(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“approved warehouse” means any warehouse approved by the
Board for the purposes of sections 12 and 13;

“Authority” means the Info-communications Media
Development Authority established by section 3 of the
Info-communications Media Development Authority Act
2016;

[Act 22 of 2016 wef 01/10/2016]

“Board”means the Board of Film Censors established under this
Act;

“certificate” means a certificate issued under section 15(3);

“Chairman” means the Chairman of the Board;

“child” means a person who is below the age of 14 years;
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“distribute” means to sell, hire out and supply and “distribution”
shall be construed accordingly;

“election” means an election under the Parliamentary Elections
Act (Cap. 218) or the Presidential Elections Act (Cap. 240A);

“electronic transmission” includes facsimile transmission,
electronic mail or other similar kinds of communication but
excludes broadcasting;

“exhibition” includes the production of any music, speech, noise,
or other sound which accompanies the projection of a film and
“exhibit” shall be construed accordingly;

“film” means —

(a) any cinematograph film;

(b) any video recording, including a video recording that
is designed for use wholly or principally as a game;

(c) any other material record or thing on which is
recorded or stored for immediate or future retrieval
any information that, by the use of any computer or
electronic device, is capable of being reproduced or
displayed as wholly or partly visual moving pictures,

and includes any part of a film, and any copy or part of a copy
of the whole or any part of a film;

“licence” means a licence granted under section 7;

“Licensing Officer” means the officer appointed by the Minister
under section 3(3) and includes an Assistant Licensing
Officer;

“obscene”, in relation to a film, means a film the effect of which
or (where the film comprises 2 or more distinct parts or items)
the effect of any one of its parts or items is, if taken as a whole,
such as to tend to deprave or corrupt persons who are likely,
having regard to all relevant circumstances, to see or hear the
film;

“owner” or “owner of a film” means any person who is for the
time being entitled, either as owner or agent for the owner, or
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otherwise, to the possession of a film, but does not include a
bank through which a film is bona fide consigned for the sole
purpose of collecting a trade debt;

“party political film” means a film —

(a) which is an advertisement made by or on behalf of
any political party in Singapore or any body whose
objects relate wholly or mainly to politics in
Singapore, or any branch of such party or body; or

(b) which is made by any person and directed towards
any political end in Singapore;

“place” means any building or part thereof, enclosure, ground or
open-air space and includes a ship, boat or other vessel and
any vehicle;

“Secretary” means the Secretary of the Board;

“supply”, in relation to a film, includes —

(a) supply not only in its physical form but also by means
of the electronic transmission of the contents of the
film;

(b) supply by way of exchange or loan; or

(c) in relation to a film comprising a material record or
thing on which is recorded or stored any information
for immediate or future retrieval by the use of any
computer or other electronic device, transferring or
reproducing or enabling another to transfer or
reproduce by electronic transmission the whole or
part of the contents of the film onto another such
material record or thing for immediate or future
retrieval by such similar means;

“video recording” means any disc, magnetic tape or solid state
recording device containing information by the use of which
one or more series of visual images may be produced
electronically and shown as a moving picture;
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“young person” means a person who is 14 years of age or above
but below the age of 16 years.

[10/98]

(2) For the purposes of this Act, a film is directed towards a political
end in Singapore if the film —

(a) contains wholly or partly any matter which, in the opinion
of the Board, is intended or likely to affect voting in any
election or national referendum in Singapore; or

[13/2009 wef 26/05/2009]

(b) contains wholly or partly references to or comments on any
political matter which, in the opinion of the Board, are
either partisan or biased; and “political matter” includes but
is not limited to any of the following:

(i) an election or a national referendum in Singapore;

(ii) a candidate or group of candidates in an election;

(iii) an issue submitted or otherwise before electors in an
election or a national referendum in Singapore;

(iv) the Government or a previous Government or the
opposition to the Government or previous
Government;

(v) a Member of Parliament;

(vi) a current policy of the Government or an issue of
public controversy in Singapore; or

(vii) a political party in Singapore or any body whose
objects relate wholly or mainly to politics in
Singapore, or any branch of such party or body.

[13/2009 wef 26/05/2009]

[10/98]

(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), none of the following
films shall be regarded for the purposes of this Act as a party political
film:

(a) a film which is made solely for the purpose of reporting of
news by a broadcasting service licensed under any written
law;
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(b) a film which is made solely for the purpose of informing or
educating persons on the procedures and polling times for
any election or national referendum in Singapore;

(c) a film which records live the whole or a material proportion
of any performance, assembly of persons or procession that
is held in accordance with the law and that does not depict
any event, person or situation in a dramatic way;

(d) a film designed to provide a record of an event or occasion
that is held in accordance with the law for those who took
part in the event or occasion or are connected with those
who did so;

(e) a documentary film without any animation and composed
wholly of an accurate account depicting actual events,
persons (deceased or otherwise) or situations, but not a
film —

(i) wholly or substantially based on unscripted or
“reality” type programmes; or

(ii) that depicts those events, persons or situations in a
dramatic way;

(f) a film without animation and dramatic elements —

(i) composed wholly of a political party’s manifesto or
declaration of policies or ideology on the basis of
which candidates authorised by the political party to
stand will seek to be elected at a parliamentary
election; and

(ii) made by or on behalf of that political party; and

(g) a film without animation and dramatic elements —

(i) composed wholly of a candidate’s declaration of
policies or ideology on the basis of which the
candidate will seek to be elected at a parliamentary
or presidential election; and

(ii) made by or on behalf of that candidate.
[13/2009 wef 26/05/2009]
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Board of Film Censors and appointment of officers

3.—(1) There shall be established a Board of Film Censors
consisting of not less than 3 members including a Chairman, all of
whom shall be Censors of Films appointed by the Minister.

(2) The Minister may appoint such Deputy and Assistant Censors of
Films and such Inspectors of Films as he may think fit.

(3) The Minister may, by notification in the Gazette, appoint an
officer to be the Licensing Officer for the purposes of this Act and may
similarly appoint such number of Assistant Licensing Officers as may
be necessary.

(4) The Board shall be provided with a Secretary and such clerical
and other assistance as may be required.

Procedure of Board

4.—(1) The Board may act notwithstanding any vacancy in its
membership.

(2) The quorum at all meetings of the Board shall be 2 in addition to
the Chairman.

(3) The Chairman shall have a casting vote in addition to his
deliberative vote.

(4) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Board shall regulate its
own procedure.

Advisory committees

4A.—(1) The Minister may appoint one or more advisory
committees to provide advice to the Board with regard to the
performance of any of its functions in relation to any film.

(2) Before making any decision under this Act in relation to a film
and for the purpose of forming an opinion on which to base such
decision, the Board may consult with the relevant advisory committee
in respect of the film but, in making such decision, shall not be bound
by such consultation.

[13/2009 wef 26/05/2009]
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Delegation of powers and duties by Board

5.—(1) The Board may, in its discretion, delegate to any Censor,
Deputy or Assistant Censor of Films, either generally or in a particular
case, all or any of the powers conferred and duties imposed upon it by
this Act except the power —

(a) to prohibit the exhibition of a film; and

(b) to approve the exhibition of any film with alterations or
excisions unless the written consent of the owner to such
alterations or excisions has first been obtained.

(2) No delegation under subsection (1) shall debar the Board from
the exercise of any power or the performance of any duty so delegated.

(3) Any decision of the Board or of any person to whom any power
or duty has been delegated by the Board may be signified under the
hand of the Chairman or any person authorised by the Chairman to
sign on his behalf.

(4) Every decision so signified under subsection (3) shall be deemed
to be a decision of the Board.

Licence for carrying on business of importing, making,
distributing or exhibiting films

6.—(1) No person —

(a) shall carry on any business, whether or not the business is
carried on for profit, of importing, making, distributing or
exhibiting films unless he is in possession of a valid
licence; or

(b) being the owner or occupier of any place shall allow the
place to be used by, or let the place or otherwise make the
place available to, any person who is not the holder of a
valid licence for the purpose of carrying on the business of
importing, making, distributing or exhibiting films.

(2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of not less than
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$10,000 but not more than $40,000 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 12 months or to both.

[10/98]

Application for licence

7.—(1) An application for a licence shall be made to the Licensing
Officer in such form as he may require.

(2) On receipt of an application under subsection (1), the Licensing
Officer shall consider the application and may grant a licence with or
without conditions or refuse to grant a licence without assigning any
reason.

(3) The Licensing Officer may at any time vary or revoke any of the
existing conditions of a licence or impose new conditions.

Security

8.—(1) The Licensing Officer may, before granting a licence,
require the applicant to deposit such security as may be prescribed.

(2) On the revocation or suspension of a licence, the Licensing
Officer may, in his discretion, forfeit in whole or in part any security
deposited under subsection (1).

(3) Any person aggrieved by a forfeiture under this section may —

(a) require the Licensing Officer to furnish him within 14 days
the reason for the forfeiture; and

(b) within 14 days of the furnishing to him of the reasons for
the forfeiture, appeal in writing to the Minister whose
decision shall be final.

Licence fee

9. Every licensee shall pay such licence fee as may be prescribed.

Period for which licence is in force

10. A licence shall be in force for such period as the Licensing
Officer may determine and may be renewed at the discretion of the
Licensing Officer on its expiry.
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Revocation and suspension of licence

11. The Licensing Officer may revoke or suspend a licence if he is
satisfied that the licensee —

(a) has contravened any of the provisions of this Act or any
regulations made thereunder;

(b) has failed to comply with any of the conditions of his
licence;

(c) has carried on or is carrying on the business of importing,
making, distributing or exhibiting films in a manner likely
to be detrimental to the interests of the public or his
customers; or

(d) has ceased to carry on the business of importing, making,
distributing or exhibiting films.

Films made in Singapore to be deposited in approved
warehouse

12.—(1) The owner of any film made in Singapore shall, within 7
days after the making of the film, deposit the film in a warehouse
approved for this purpose by the Board.

(2) Any person who fails to deposit the film in accordance with
subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000.

Importation and removal of films from approved warehouse

13.—(1) No film shall —

(a) on importation by sea, be removed from the vessel by
which the film was imported or from any godown of a
provider of port services or facilities licensed or exempted
under the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore Act
(Cap. 170A); or

(b) if imported by land or air, from a post office, railway station
or other place of arrival without a permit from the Board.

[6/97]
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(2) A permit issued by the Board under subsection (1) shall be valid
only for such period as may be specified therein.

(3) Every film imported shall forthwith be deposited by the importer
thereof in a warehouse approved for this purpose by the Board.

(4) Any person who —

(a) removes any film in contravention of subsection (1);

(b) fails to deposit any imported film forthwith in an approved
warehouse under subsection (3); or

(c) removes a film from any approved warehouse without the
permission in writing of the Board,

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $5,000.

(5) This section shall not apply to any film which has been approved
for exhibition.

Submission of films for censorship

14.—(1) Every film in the possession of any person shall be
submitted to the Board without any alteration or excision for the
purpose of censorship at the owner’s risk and expense and at such time
and place as the Board may appoint.

(2) During the course of censorship, the Board may in its discretion
exclude any person from the place where the film is being exhibited.

(3) The owner may at any time, with the approval in writing of the
Board, which shall not be unreasonably withheld, remove any
cinematograph film from any approved warehouse for the purpose
of making excisions to it or of reconstructing it, or of obtaining the
approval of the Board for its exhibition or of exhibiting exclusively to
buyers or exhibitors or their agents.

[10/98]

(4) Any cinematograph film removed from an approved warehouse
under subsection (3) shall be returned to that warehouse within 48
hours of the time of its removal therefrom and any excised parts, if
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excision has been made, shall within 48 hours be delivered to the
Board.

[10/98]

(5) Any owner who fails to comply with subsection (4) shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $5,000.

(6) There shall be charged for the censorship of any film such fees as
may be prescribed.

Prohibition and approval of films for exhibition

15.—(1) After the submission of a film for the purpose of
censorship, the Board may —

(a) approve the film for exhibition without alteration or
excision;

(b) prohibit the exhibition of the film; or

(c) approve the film for exhibition with such alterations or
excisions as it may require.

(2) The Board shall, in any case to which subsection (1)(b) or (c)
applies, furnish to the owner in writing its reasons for the prohibition
or for requiring the alterations or excisions.

(3) Where any film is approved for exhibition, the Chairman shall,
when the required alterations or excisions, if any, have been made,
issue such certificate as the Minister may direct approving the
exhibition of the film.

Classification of films

16.—(1) The Board may, when approving the exhibition of any film
under section 15, classify the film in such manner as it may think fit
and the Minister may approve the classifications under which films
may be classified.

(2) Where any film is classified under subsection (1), the Board
shall specify the classification of the film in the certificate issued in
respect of that film and may impose such conditions as it thinks fit.
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(3) The Board may require the owner of a film to deposit such
security as may be prescribed for the due performance by the owner of
all or any of the conditions imposed under subsection (2) in relation to
the classification of the film.

[10/98]

(4) Without prejudice to subsection (5), any security deposited
under subsection (3) may be forfeited in whole or in part at the
discretion of the Board if any condition imposed under subsection (2)
is contravened or not complied with.

[10/98]

(5) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any of the
conditions imposed under subsection (2) shall be guilty of an offence
and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000.

Alterations and excisions of films by Board

17.—(1) When alterations or excisions to a film are required by the
Board, the alterations or excisions may be made by the Board or, with
the consent of the Board, by the owner of the film.

(2) Any film delivered to the owner for any alteration or excision
shall be returned to the Board within 48 hours of the time of its
delivery.

(3) Any owner who fails to return the film, together with the excised
parts if excision has been made or intact if he has not made the
required excisions, within the period specified in subsection (2)
without good and reasonable cause shall be guilty of an offence and
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000.

Retention of prohibited films by Board

18.—(1) Where the Board has prohibited the exhibition of any film
or any part of any film, the Board may retain the film or any excised
part of the film until it is exported or is disposed of under section 28.

(2) On request by the person who submitted the film for censorship,
the Board shall return the film or any part of any film retained under
subsection (1) if the Board is satisfied that the person intends to take or
send the film out of Singapore.
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Duplicate film

19. If the owner of a film satisfies the Chairman that a duplicate of a
film already approved for exhibition by the Board is deposited in an
approved warehouse, the Chairman may, without any further
inspection, issue a certificate approving the exhibition of that film.

Interdiction of films approved by Board

20.—(1) A certificate shall cease to be valid on notice to that effect
being given by the Board to the person who submitted the film for the
purpose of censorship or to any person in possession of the film.

(2) Where any person referred to in subsection (1) cannot be found,
the notice may be given by publication in the Gazette.

(3) On receipt of a notice under subsection (1), the person having
possession or control of the film to which it relates shall forthwith
return the certificate to the Board and shall also, if so required by the
Board, return the film for further examination.

(4) Any person who fails to comply with subsection (3) shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $5,000.

Penalty for possession, exhibition or distribution of uncensored
films

21.—(1) Any person who —

(a) has in his possession;

(b) exhibits or distributes; or

(c) reproduces,

any film without a valid certificate, approving the exhibition of the
film, shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction—

(i) in respect of an offence under paragraph (a), to a fine of not
less than $100 for each such film that he had in his
possession (but not to exceed in the aggregate $20,000);
and

(ii) in respect of an offence under paragraph (b) or (c), to a fine
of not less than $500 for each such film he had exhibited,
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distributed or reproduced, as the case may be (but not to
exceed in the aggregate $40,000) or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 6 months or to both.

[10/98]

(2) Any Censor and any Deputy or Assistant Censor and any
Inspector of Films may at all reasonable times enter any place in
which any film is kept or is being or is about to be exhibited and may
examine the film, and if on such examination he has reasonable
grounds for believing that an offence under this section has been or is
about to be committed in respect of the film he may seize the film and
any equipment used in the commission of the offence.

(3) Any film and equipment seized under subsection (2) in respect
of which any person has been convicted under this section shall be
forfeited and shall be destroyed or otherwise disposed of in such
manner as the Minister may direct.

(4) For the purposes of this section if any film is altered in any way
after it has been approved for exhibition under this Act, the film shall
be deemed not to have been so approved.

Advertisement of films for exhibition prohibited unless
approved by Board

22.—(1) No person shall advertise or cause to be advertised the
exhibition or distribution of any film unless the advertisement has
been approved by the Board.

(2) Any person who advertises or causes to be advertised any film
where the advertisement in respect of the film has not been approved
by the Board under subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and
shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $5,000.

Search for unauthorised films and arrest of persons

23.—(1) Whenever a Deputy or an Assistant Commissioner of
Police or an Assistant Superintendent of Police is satisfied upon
written information and after any further inquiry which he may think
necessary that any film —
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(a) which has not been —

(i) deposited in an approved warehouse as required by
section 12 or 13;

(ii) returned to the Board as required by section 14(4); or

(iii) approved for exhibition under section 15 or 26(4);

(b) in respect of which the certificate issued therefor has ceased
to be valid under section 20; or

(c) which has been altered in any way after a certificate in
respect of the film was issued,

has been or is being exhibited or kept in any place, he may issue a
warrant directed to any police officer to enter and search that place and
seize the film and to take into custody any person reasonably believed
to be guilty of an offence by reason of failure to deposit or to return the
film or by reason of such possession or exhibition.

[10/98]

(2) A Deputy or an Assistant Commissioner of Police or an
Assistant Superintendent of Police may without warrant, with such
assistance and by such force as is necessary, by night or by day,
himself do what he may authorise any police officer to do under
subsection (1) in either of the following cases:

(a) if he has personal knowledge of such facts as satisfy him
that there are sufficient grounds for a search;

(b) if he receives information orally in such circumstances that
the object of a search would in his opinion be defeated by
the delay necessary for reducing the information to writing
except that the name and address of the person giving the
information is known to or ascertained by him before he
acts upon the information.

[10/98]

Appeals

24.—(1) Any owner of a film aggrieved by any act or decision of the
Board may, within 30 days of the date on which he is notified thereof,
and on payment of such fee as may be prescribed, appeal to a
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Committee of Appeal by lodging with the Secretary a written notice of
appeal.

(2) Any representation by the owner to the Committee of Appeal
shall be in writing and shall be included in or attached to his notice of
appeal.

(3) The Secretary may, in his discretion, require in addition to such
appeal fee as may be prescribed the deposit of such sum as shall be
sufficient to cover any further fee which may become payable as a
result of the appeal.

(4) For the purposes of the appeal, the owner shall deliver to the
Secretary any film at such time and place as the Secretary may direct.

Committee of Appeal

25.—(1) For the purposes of this Act, there shall be a Committee of
Appeal consisting of 15 members to be appointed by the Minister.

[10/98]

(2) A member of the Committee of Appeal shall, unless he earlier
resigns, hold office for 3 years from the date of his appointment.

[10/98]

(3) A member of the Committee of Appeal may at any time, by letter
addressed to the Minister, resign his membership thereof.

(4) Any vacancy in the membership of the Committee of Appeal
shall be filled by the appointment of a member by the Minister but no
act or decision of the Committee of Appeal shall be invalid by reason
only of there being any vacancy in their number.

(5) The Chairman and the Vice-Chairman of the Committee of
Appeal shall be appointed by the Minister.

(6) At any meeting of the Committee of Appeal in the absence of
both the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, the members present shall
elect one of their number to preside at that meeting.

(7) At any meeting of the Committee of Appeal, 5 members shall
form a quorum and in the case of an equality of votes the Chairman,
the Vice-Chairman or other member presiding shall have a casting
vote.
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Powers of Committee of Appeal

26.—(1) On receipt of an appeal under section 24, the Committee of
Appeal may make an order —

(a) dismissing the appeal and confirming the decision of the
Board; or

(b) reversing or varying the decision of the Board,

including making such order as it thinks fit in regard to the approval
for exhibition of any film which is the subject of appeal, the excision
or retention of any part of any such film, and the classification of any
film.

[13/2009 wef 26/05/2009]

(2) If the Committee of Appeal on dismissing an appeal is of the
opinion that the appeal was frivolous or vexatious, the Committee of
Appeal may require the payment of a further fee not exceeding $250
in addition to the prescribed fee and if any sum has been deposited
under section 24(3) may order the forfeiture of that sum or any part
thereof in satisfaction or part satisfaction of the further fee.

(3) The decision of the Committee of Appeal shall be final.

(4) The decision of the Committee of Appeal shall be communicated
forthwith to the Chairman of the Board who shall, if necessary, issue a
certificate in respect of the film or alter or amend such a certificate and
shall take such other action, if any, as is necessary to give effect to the
decision.

Minister may order Committee of Appeal to inspect any film

27.—(1) The Minister may, whenever he thinks it necessary or
desirable, order the Committee of Appeal to cause to be exhibited
before the Committee of Appeal any film whether it has been
approved for exhibition or not for the purpose of considering whether
the film should or should not be so approved.

(2) The owner of the film, upon receiving notice of an order made in
respect thereof under subsection (1) from the Secretary, shall deposit
or exhibit the film at such time and place as may be stated in the
notice.
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(3) The Committee of Appeal may after such exhibition make in
respect of the film any such order as is specified in section 26(1), and
section 26(4) shall thereupon apply to that order.

(4) Any owner who fails to comply with subsection (2) shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $5,000.

Disposal of unclaimed films

28. Any film which has been —

(a) deposited in any approved warehouse for 6 months and the
owner thereof is unknown or has failed during that period to
obtain the approval of the Board or having obtained it has
failed to remove the film from the possession of the Board;
or

(b) retained by the Board under section 18 and not claimed by
the owner within 6 months of the date upon which approval
for exhibition was refused or, if there is any appeal, from
the date of the decision of the Committee of Appeal,

may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of as the Board thinks fit.
[10/98]

Offences involving dealings in obscene films

29.—(1) Any person who makes or reproduces any obscene film
(whether or not for the purposes of exhibition or distribution to any
other person), knowing or having reasonable cause to believe the film
to be obscene shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction —

(a) to a fine of not less than $20,000 but not more than $40,000
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to
both; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $40,000 but not more than $100,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

[10/98]
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(2) Any person who imports any obscene film knowing or having
reasonable cause to believe the film to be obscene shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(a) to a fine of not less than $1,000 for each such film imported
(but not to exceed in the aggregate $40,000) or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or to
both; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $2,000 for each such film imported (but not to
exceed in the aggregate $100,000) or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

[10/98]

(3) Any person who distributes, or has in his possession for the
purposes of distributing, to any other person an obscene film knowing
or having reasonable cause to believe the film to be obscene shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(a) to a fine of not less than $2,000 for each such film he had
distributed or in his possession (but not to exceed in the
aggregate $80,000) or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 2 years or to both; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $4,000 for each such film he had distributed or
in his possession (but not to exceed in the aggregate
$100,000) or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2
years or to both.

[10/98]

(4) Any person who exhibits or has in his possession for the
purposes of exhibiting to any other person an obscene film knowing or
having reasonable cause to believe the film to be obscene shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(a) to a fine of not less than $10,000 but not more than $40,000
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $20,000 but not more than $100,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

[10/98]
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Possession of obscene films

30.—(1) Any person who has in his possession any obscene film
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
of not less than $500 for each such film he had in his possession (but
not to exceed in the aggregate $20,000) or to imprisonment for a term
not exceeding 6 months or to both.

[10/98]

(2) Any person who has in his possession any obscene film knowing
or having reasonable cause to believe the film to be obscene shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(a) to a fine of $1,000 for each such film in his possession (but
not to exceed in the aggregate $40,000) or to imprisonment
for a term not exceeding 12 months or to both; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $2,000 for each such film in his possession
(but not to exceed in the aggregate $80,000) or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

[29A
[10/98]

Advertising obscene films

31.—(1) Any person who, for the purposes of distributing or
exhibiting any obscene film to any other person, advertises the film by
any means shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine of not less than $2,000 but not more than $5,000
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 6 months or to both.

[10/98]

(2) Any person who, for the purposes of distributing or exhibiting
any obscene film to any other person, advertises the film by any means
knowing or having reasonable cause to believe the film to be obscene
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(a) to a fine of not less than $10,000 but not more than $50,000
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or
to both; and
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(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $20,000 but not more than $100,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

[10/98]

(3) In this section —

“advertise”, in relation to a film, includes —

(a) publicly exhibiting, displaying or supplying any
advertising poster relating to the film;

(b) announcing orally or by any means (including
electronic transmission, facsimile transmission,
electronic mail or other similar means of
communication) other than by broadcasting any
offer to sell or supply the film; or

(c) distributing or circulating any advertisement relating
to the film;

“advertisement” includes any advertising poster, circular,
catalogue or price list;

“advertising poster” means any poster, placard, video slick,
photograph or other printed pictorial matter that is intended
for use in the advertising or exhibition of a film to the public
and includes a miniature representation or enlarged
representation of the whole or part of any such poster.

[10/98]

(4) For the purposes of this section, an advertisement shall be
deemed to be an advertisement publicly displayed if it is displayed in
or so as to be visible from —

(a) any public road; or

(b) any place to which the public have or are permitted to have
access (whether on payment or otherwise).

[29B
[10/98]
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Offences involving children and young persons

32.—(1) Any person who causes or procures any child or young
person or, having custody, charge or care of a child or young person,
allows that child or young person to commit or abet in the commission
of any offence mentioned in section 29, 30 or 31 shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction —

(a) to a fine of not less than $20,000 but not more than $80,000
or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 12 months or
to both; and

(b) in the case of a second or subsequent conviction, to a fine of
not less than $20,000 but not more than $100,000 or to
imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

[10/98]

(2) If it is proved that a child has committed or abetted in the
commission of any offence mentioned in section 30(1) or 31(1), the
person having the custody, charge or care of the child at the time the
offence was committed shall be presumed, until the contrary is
proved, to have allowed the child to commit or abet in the commission
of the offence.

[29C
[10/98]

Making, distribution and exhibition of party political films

33. Any person who —

(a) imports any party political film;

(b) makes or reproduces any party political film;

(c) distributes, or has in his possession for the purposes of
distributing, to any other person any party political film; or

(d) exhibits, or has in his possession for the purposes of
exhibiting, to any other person any party political film,

knowing or having reasonable cause to believe the film to be a party
political film shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
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conviction to a fine not exceeding $100,000 or to imprisonment for a
term not exceeding 2 years.

[29D
[10/98]

Search and seizure of unlawful films

34.—(1) Any Deputy or Assistant Commissioner of Police,
Assistant Superintendent of Police or any Censor, Deputy or
Assistant Censor or Inspector of Films, if satisfied upon written
information and after such further inquiry as he thinks necessary that
any person has in his possession any obscene film or party political
film, may without warrant, with such assistance and by such force as is
necessary, by night or by day, enter and search any place where he has
reason to believe the film is kept, seize the film and any equipment
used in the exhibition, making or reproduction of the film and take
into custody any person reasonably believed to be in possession
thereof.

[10/98]

(2) Any film, and any equipment used in the exhibition, making or
reproduction of the film, in respect of which any person has been
convicted under section 29, 30, 31 or 33 shall be forfeited and shall be
destroyed or otherwise disposed of in such manner as the Minister
may direct.

[29E
[10/98]

Minister may prohibit possession or distribution of any film

35.—(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act if the Minister
is of the opinion that the possession or distribution of any film would
be contrary to the public interest, he may, in his discretion, by order
published in the Gazette prohibit the possession or distribution of that
film by any person.

(2) Any person who has in his possession or who distributes any
film the possession or distribution of which has been prohibited under
subsection (1) shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
conviction to a fine not exceeding $10,000 or to imprisonment for a
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term not exceeding 2 years or to both, and the film shall be destroyed
or otherwise disposed of as the Minister thinks fit.

[30

Protection from personal liability

36. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against
any person employed in the office of the Board or other person acting
under the direction of the Board for anything which is in good faith
done or intended to be done in the execution or purported execution of
this Act.

[31

Protection of Board and Government from liability

37. Any film deposited in or delivered at any approved warehouse
shall be stored therein at the risk and expense of the owner, and neither
the Board nor the Government shall be liable for any loss of or damage
to the film unless the loss or damage has been caused by some wilful
act on the part of the Board, any member thereof, or its staff.

[32

Officers to be public servants

38. All persons employed in the office of the Board and all members
of the Committee of Appeal shall be deemed to be public servants
within the meaning of the Penal Code (Cap. 224).

[33

Court for trial of offence

39. Any offence under this Act may be tried by a District Court or a
Magistrate’s Court and that Court shall, notwithstanding any other
written law, have jurisdiction to impose the maximum penalty
provided for by this Act.

[34
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Payment of fees, etc.

39A. Except as otherwise provided in this Act or any other Act, all
fees and other moneys collected under this Act or any subsidiary
legislation made under this Act are to be paid to the Authority.

[Act 22 of 2016 wef 01/10/2016]

Exemptions

40.—(1) This Act shall not apply to —

(a) any film sponsored by the Government;

(b) any film, not being an obscene film or a party political film
or any feature, commercial, documentary or overseas
television serial film, which is made by an individual and
is not intended for distribution or public exhibition; and

(c) any film reproduced from local television programmes and
is not intended for distribution or public exhibition.

[10/98]

(2) The Minister may, subject to such conditions as he thinks fit,
exempt any person or class of persons or any film or class of films
from all or any of the provisions of this Act.

(3) An exemption granted under this section may be withdrawn at
any time.

[35

Regulations

41.—(1) The Minister may make regulations for, or in respect of,
every purpose which is considered necessary for carrying out the
provisions of this Act and for the prescribing of any matter which is
authorised or required under this Act to be so prescribed.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), the
Minister may by such regulations —

(a) prescribe fees to be charged under this Act;

(b) regulate the conduct of the business of importing, making,
distributing or exhibiting films by persons holding licences
granted under this Act;
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(c) prescribe the kind and amount of security to be given under
this Act;

(d) provide that all cinemas or any class of cinemas shall show
not less than the prescribed number or prescribed
proportion of films of a specified class or from a
specified country of origin; and

(e) provide that all cinemas or any class of cinemas shall show
not more than a prescribed number or a prescribed
proportion of films of a specified class or from a
specified country of origin.

[36
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

FILMS ACT
(CHAPTER 107)

This Legislative History is provided for the convenience of users of the Films Act.
It is not part of the Act.

1. Act 22 of 1981 — Films Act 1981

Date of First Reading : 21.7.81
(Bill No. 22/81 published on
24.7.81)

Date of Second and Third Readings : 14.8.81

Date of commencement : 1.10.81

2. 1985 Revised Edition — Films Act

Date of operation : 30 March 1987

3. Act 6 of 1997 — Port of Singapore Authority (Dissolution) Act 1997
(Consequential amendments made to Act by)

Date of First Reading : 11.7.97
(Bill No. 5/97 published on
12.7.97)

Date of Second and Third Readings : 25.8.97

Date of commencement : 1.10.97

4. Act 10 of 1998 — Films (Amendment) Act 1998

Date of First Reading : 14.1.98
(Bill No. 2/98 published on
15.1.98)

Date of Second and Third Readings : 27.2.98

Date of commencement : 1.4.98

5. 1998 Revised Edition — Films Act

Date of operation : 15 December 1998

6. Act 34 of 2002 — Media Development Authority of Singapore Act 2002
(Consequential amendments made by)

Date of First Reading : 1 October 2002
(Bill No. 37/2002 published on
2 October 2002)
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Date of Second and Third Readings : 31 October 2002

Date of commencement : 1 January 2003

7. Act 13 of 2009 — Films (Amendment) Act 2009

Date of First Reading : 22 January 2009
(Bill No. 5/2009 published on
22 January 2009)

Date of Second and Third Readings : 23 March 2009

Date of commencement : 26 May 2009

8. Act 22 of 2016 — Info-communications Media Development Authority
Act 2016

Date of First Reading : 11 July 2016 (Bill No. 21/2016
published on 11 July 2016)

Date of Second Reading : 16 August 2016

Date of Third Reading : 17 September 2016

Date of commencement : 1 October 2016
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