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PART 1
PRELIMINARY
Short title
1. This Act is the Presidential Elections Act 1991.

Interpretation
2.—(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“access”, in relation to any content, means to encounter, read,
view, hear or otherwise experience the content, and
includes —

(a) access that is subject to a precondition, such as the
use of a password;

(b) access by way of push technology;
(c) access by way of a standing request; and

(d) access for a limited period of time only;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“ballot box” includes a ballot container;

“ballot display” means an electronic video display, image or
representation of a ballot paper on a screen;

“banner” means any continuous piece of fabric or other flexible
material, or one or more pieces of fabric or other flexible
material joined into a continuous piece —

(a) on which content is printed, written, drawn or
depicted in such a way as to be fully legible in
windless conditions; and

(b) that is attached (by rope, wire or otherwise) to any
building or structure or to any pole or flagstaff
projecting vertically, horizontally or at an angle,

but not a banner carried during a procession;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
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2020 Ed. Presidential Elections Act 1991 8

“billboard” means any of the following:

(a) a hoarding, signboard or free-standing advertising
structure on which content is printed, written, drawn,
affixed or depicted in such a way as to be fully
legible;

(b) a sign or panel which —

(1) has an electronically controlled or a digitally
controlled (or both) illuminated display
surface; and

(i1) allows for different content to be shown,
changed, animated or illuminated in different
ways and at different intervals on that sign or
panel;

(c) awall, ceiling or other like substantially flat and fixed
surface, on which content is painted, written, drawn
or depicted in such a way as to be fully legible;

(d) a blimp, a gas-inflated balloon or other like object
which is attached or anchored to the ground and upon
which content is displayed,

but not a poster, placard, picture, photograph or balloon
carried during a procession;
Examples
(a) A sky sign on or above the roof, parapet or eaves of a building.
(b) An animated billboard.

(c¢) A computer monitor, screen or digital display panel or similar
appliance designed to be used primarily for the reception and
display of any content capable of being received, or received and
displayed, as visual images (whether moving or still) with or

without sound, from a broadcasting service.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“by electronic means” means by using an electronic service;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“candidate” means a person who is nominated as a candidate for
election to the office of President;
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“certificate of eligibility” means a certificate of eligibility issued
under Division 2 of Part 2;

“Commissioner of National Registration” means the
Commissioner of National Registration appointed under the
National Registration Act 1965;

“community” means —
(a) the Chinese community;
(b) the Malay community; or
(c) the Indian or other minority communities;

“community certificate” means a community certificate issued
by the Community Committee under Division 3 of Part 2;

“Community Committee” means the Community Committee
established by section 8E;

“content” means information or material —
(a) whether in the form of text;
(b) whether in the form of speech, music or other sounds;

(¢) whether in the form of colours or visual images
(animated or otherwise), pictorial or graphic form
(for example, an anthropomorphic or a humanlike
depiction);

(d) whether in any other form; or

(e) whether in any combination of forms;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“conveyance” means any aircraft, train, vehicle, vessel or other
9 9

mode of transport, whether of passengers or goods or both;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“direct recording electronic voting machine” or “DRE voting

machine” means any mechanical, electronic or
electro-optical machine that can —

(a) be activated by a voter to mark or record his or her
vote for any candidate on a ballot display on the
machine;
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2020 Ed. Presidential Elections Act 1991 10

(b) process the vote by means of a computer program;

(c) instantaneously record and store that vote within a
memory device within the machine; and

(d) sort and count votes marked or recorded on all ballot
displays on that machine,

and includes any computer program that is used in the
operation of the machine;

“direct recording electronic voting system” or “DRE voting
system” means any voting system using DRE voting
machines;

“election” means an election for the purpose of electing the
President;

“election advertising” means any information or material that
can reasonably be regarded as intended —

(a) to promote or procure the electoral success of a
candidate at an election; or

(b) to otherwise enhance the standing of the candidate
with the electorate in connection with that election,

and such information or material is election advertising even
though it can reasonably be regarded as intended to achieve
any other purpose as well and even though it does not

expressly mention the name of the candidate;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“election advertising regulations” means regulations made
under section 42Q;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“election agent” means a person named under section 43 by or
on behalf of a candidate as his or her agent for an election and
includes any candidate acting in his or her capacity of
election agent;

“Election Judge” has the meaning given by the Constitution;

“election meeting” has the meaning given by section 62A(4);
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
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11 Presidential Elections Act 1991 2020 Ed.

“elector” means a person whose name is entered in the register
as an elector;

“electoral division” means an electoral division specified in a
notification for the time being in force under section 8 of the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954;

“electronic service” means —

(a) a service that allows end-users of the service to
access content using a broadcasting service or
telecommunication service for carrying messages or
other content (whether between persons and persons,
things and things or persons and things); or

(b) a service that delivers content to persons having
equipment appropriate for receiving that content,
where the delivery of the service is by a broadcasting
service or telecommunication service described in

paragraph (a),

and includes a social media service (as defined in

section 42R(1));
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“end-user”, in relation to an electronic service, means a person
that, and whether or not in the course of business —

(a) has access to content or something which contains
content, by means of the electronic service; or

(b) communicates content, or something which contains

content, by means of the electronic service;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“entity” means —

(a) a body corporate (including a limited liability
partnership);

(b) an unincorporated association;

(c) a partnership;

(d) a body politic;

(e) a body of individuals who together form a body; or
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() a person other than an individual;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“flag” means a continuous piece of fabric or other flexible
material, or one or more pieces of fabric or other flexible
material joined into a continuous piece —

(a) on which content is printed, written, drawn or
depicted in such a way as to be normally not
legible in windless conditions; and

(b) that is attached (by rope, wire or otherwise) to a pole
or flagstaff projecting vertically, horizontally or at an
angle,

and includes a flag, bunting, ribbon or streamer of any colour
or colours but not a flag, bunting or streamer carried during a

procession;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“foreign entity” means an entity that —

(a) is constituted or organised under a law of a foreign
country, even if registered under any written law; or

(b) has its principal place of business in a foreign

country, even if incorporated under any written law;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“foreigner” means an individual who is not a citizen of
Singapore;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“grounds” means land in Singapore that has a boundary fence or
another structure or feature to mark the boundary of the land;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“non-online election advertising” means election advertising
that is not online election advertising;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“nursing home” means any premises that are —

(a) licensed as a private hospital under the Private
Hospitals and Medical Clinics Act 1980; and
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(b) used or intended to be used for the reception of, and
the provision of nursing for, persons suffering or
convalescing from any sickness, injury or infirmity;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“official sign” means a poster, banner or other notice for an

election prepared by, or with the authority of, the Returning
Officer as required by or for the purposes of this Act;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
online election advertising” means election advertising that is

published in any way that renders the election advertising
accessible from the Internet;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“online location” means any website, webpage, chatroom or

forum, or any other similar thing in electronic or digital form
that is accessible from the Internet;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“ordinary polling station” means a polling station established in
Singapore under section 18(1);

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“overseas elector” means an elector who is registered under the

Parliamentary Elections Act 1954 in any register of electors
as an overseas elector;

“overseas polling station” has the meaning given by the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954;

“political donation certificate” means a political donation
certificate issued under section 63(3) of the Foreign
Interference (Countermeasures) Act 2021 in respect of an
election;

[Act 28 of 2021 wef 29/12/2023]

“polling district” means a part of an electoral division
subdivided under section 9 of the Parliamentary Elections
Act 1954;

“polling station” means —

(a) an ordinary polling station;
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(b) a special polling station; or

(¢) an overseas polling station;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“postal voting papers” means —

(a) a ballot paper designed and intended to be used
exclusively for the postal voting method (called in
this Act a postal ballot paper); and

(b) an envelope designed and intended to be used
exclusively to contain a postal ballot paper (called
in this Act a return envelope);

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“postal voting period”, for an election, means the period —

(a) starting the day immediately after the day of
nomination at the election; and

(b) ending (and including) the eve of polling day in
Singapore at the election;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“poster” means any of the following:

(a) any paper, plastic, corflute or other inflexible
material on which content is printed, written, drawn
or depicted in such a way as to be fully legible;

(b) any text, any colours or visual images (animated or
otherwise) or any pictorial or graphic form, which is
projected on to any external surface of a building or
structure by light or any other means;

(c) any billboard,

but not a placard carried during a procession;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“Presidential Elections Committee” means the Presidential
Elections Committee established under Article 18 of the
Constitution;

“principal election agent” means an election agent of a candidate
who has been appointed under section 43(2A) or treated to
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have been appointed under section 43(2B) or (2C) as the
principal election agent;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“public place” means —

(a) any place in Singapore (open to the air or otherwise)
to which members of the public have access as of
right or by virtue of express or implied permission,
whether or not on payment of a fee, and whether or
not access to the place may be restricted at particular
times or for particular purposes; or

(b) apart of a place in Singapore that the occupier of the
place allows members of the public to enter, but only
while the place is ordinarily open to members of the
public;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
“publicly display”, for any content, means to display, exhibit,
screen or project the content —

(a) in a public place in order that another person may see
the content;

(b) in or on a conveyance (whether mobile or stationary)
used for public passenger transport and which is in a
public place in order that another person may see the
content; or

(c) in any place in a way so that anyone in a public place
can see the content from inside or outside the
firstmentioned place;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“publish” means making available to the general public, or any

section of the public, in whatever form and by whatever

means, including broadcasting (by wireless telegraphy or
otherwise) and transmitting on the Internet;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“register” or “register of electors” means the register of electors
for any particular electoral division maintained under the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954;
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“Registration Officer” means the Registration Officer appointed
under section 3 of the Parliamentary Elections Act 1954 and
includes any Assistant Registration Officer so appointed;

“reserved election” means an election reserved under
Article 19B(1) of the Constitution read with section 5A,
but excludes an election which is an open election under
section 5B;

“Returning Officer” means the Returning Officer appointed
under section 3;

“special polling station” means a polling station established in
Singapore under section 30A(1);
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“Sub-Committee” means any of the following Sub-Committees
established by section 8E:

(a) the Chinese Community Sub-Committee;
(b) the Malay Community Sub-Committee;

(¢) the Indian and Other Minority Communities
Sub-Committee;

“telecommunication service’ has the meaning given by section 2
of the Telecommunications Act 1999;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“tendered votes list” means the list referred to in section 29;

“third party”, in relation to an election, means a person who is
neither a candidate at the election nor an election agent of a
candidate at the election,;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“traditional election advertising” means non-online election
advertising in the form of a banner, flag or poster;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

“voter” means a person who, whether his or her name does or

does not appear in a register of electors, applies to vote or
votes at an election.

[6/2017]
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(2) For the purposes of this Act —

(a) the reference to the electoral success of a candidate at an
election is a reference to the return of the candidate at that
election;

(b) the reference to the doing of anything mentioned in
paragraph (a) or (b) of the definition of “election
advertising” in relation to a candidate includes a
reference to the doing so by prejudicing the electoral
prospects of any other candidate or by prejudicing the other
candidate’s standing with the electorate; and

(c) the reference to a candidate at an election includes a
reference to a person who, on or after the date of the issue
of'a writ for that election, is declared (by himself, herself or
others) as seeking nomination as a candidate at that
election.

[6/2017]
(3) Where any content is published by electronic means, the content
is to be taken to be published in Singapore if —

(a) any person physically present in Singapore accesses or is
capable of having access to the content, even if the content
originates wholly outside Singapore or is published by a
person outside Singapore or the origin of which cannot be
determined; or

(b) the content originates in Singapore, even if none of the
persons capable of having access to the content is
physically present in Singapore.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(4) In determining for the purposes of this Act whether a person is

physically present in Singapore, it is to be assumed that the person
will not falsify or conceal the person’s identity or location.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(5) Without limiting the definition of “content” in subsection (1) —

(a) any content consisting of or including a hyperlink is taken
to include the content accessed directly via the hyperlink;
and
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(b) any content consisting of or including an image or item on
which data is stored electronically is taken to include
content accessed directly by means of the image or item.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(6) Without limiting the definition of “publish” in subsection (1) —

(a) any non-online election advertising, and any other election
advertising that is not published by electronic means, is
taken to be published in Singapore if it is left in such a
position and in such circumstances as to indicate that it is
intended to be available for collection by members of the
public who are in a public place;

(b) any content is taken to be published by electronic means by
an end-user of an electronic service if the end-user causes
the content to be accessible to, or forwards the content to,
or shares the content with, any other end-user or end-users
of the electronic service, on or by the electronic service;
and

(c¢) any content that was published before and by electronic
means so as to be accessible from the Internet, is taken to
be published again on each day that any subsequent step is
taken on that day to amplify the access to the content from
the Internet by persons physically present in Singapore.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(7) In this Act, any election advertising relates to an election if the
election advertising contains an express or implicit reference to —

(a) the election;

(b) an individual who is a candidate at the election in his or her
capacity as a candidate; or

(¢) an issue submitted or otherwise before electors in the
election.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(8) For the purposes of this Act, any postal voting paper or any

ballot box used at an overseas polling station that is required by this

Act to be received by the Returning Officer by a specified time is

regarded as received only when it is actually received by the
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Returning Officer, or an authorised representative of the Returning

Officer, in Singapore.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

Appointment of Returning Officer and Assistant Returning
Officers

3.—(1) The Minister may appoint a Returning Officer and any
number of Assistant Returning Officers as the Minister thinks fit.

(2) An Assistant Returning Officer has all the powers and may
perform all the duties of the Returning Officer.

(3) Any reference in this Act to the Returning Officer is deemed,
unless the context otherwise requires, to include a reference to an
Assistant Returning Officer.

(4) Anappointment made by the Minister under this section may be
revoked by the Minister at any time.
Appointment of clerks and interpreters

4.—(1) The Returning Officer may appoint any number of clerks
and interpreters that may be necessary for the purposes of this Act.

(2) The appointments made under subsection (1) may be revoked at
any time.

Appointment of acting Returning Officer

5. If the Returning Officer is, by sickness or other cause, prevented
or disabled from performing any of his or her duties under this Act
and there is no time for any other person to be appointed by the
Minister, the Returning Officer may appoint one of the Assistant
Returning Officers to act for him or her.

Informal Consolidation — version in force from 29/12/2023



2020 Ed. Presidential Elections Act 1991 20
PART 1A

COUNTING OF RESERVED ELECTIONS AND
QUALIFICATIONS OF PRESIDENT

Reserved elections: how counted

S5A.—(1) The Schedule has effect for the purposes of determining
whether an election 1is reserved under Article 19B(1) of
the Constitution.

[6/2017]

(2) After the Returning Officer declares a person to be elected as
President, the Returning Officer must add the person, and the
community (if any) the person belongs to, to the Schedule.

[6/2017]

(3) For the purposes of subsection (2) —

(a) if a community certificate was issued to the person, the
person is considered to belong to the community stated on
the community certificate; and

(b) 1f no community certificate was issued to the person, the
person is considered not to belong to the Chinese
community, the Malay community or the Indian or other
minority communities.

[6/2017]

(4) If a person has been added to the Schedule and the Election

Judge subsequently declares that the person’s election is void or that

the return of the person is undue, the Returning Officer must remove

the entry in the Schedule relating to the election affected by the
declaration.

[6/2017]

(5) An amendment to the Schedule under subsection (2) or (4) must

be made by notification in the Gazette.
[6/2017]

Further provisions on community requirement

5B.—(1) If an election under a writ is reserved for one community
under Article 19B(1) of the Constitution and the election wholly fails,
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elections under all subsequent writs are to be open elections until a
person is elected as President.

[6/2017]

(2) The following provisions apply if an election under a writ is

reserved for 2 communities under Article 19B(1) of the Constitution:

(a) Article 19B(2)(b)(1) of the Constitution applies to that
clection;

(D) if that election wholly fails, Article 19B(2)(b)(i1) of the
Constitution applies to the election under the next writ;

(c) if the election under the next writ wholly fails, elections
under all subsequent writs are to be open elections until a
person is elected as President.

[6/2017]
(3) The following provisions apply if an election under a writ is
reserved for 3 communities under Article 19B(1) of the Constitution:

(a) Article 19B(2)(c)(1) of the Constitution applies to that
election;

(b) if that election wholly fails, Article 19B(2)(c)(i1) of the
Constitution applies to the election under the next writ;

(c) if the election under the next writ wholly fails,
Article 19B(2)(c)(iii) of the Constitution applies to the
clection under the third writ;

(d) if the election under the third writ wholly fails, elections
under all subsequent writs are to be open elections until a
person is elected as President.

[6/2017]

(4) Despite Article 19B(2) of the Constitution, a person does not

need to belong to any community to be elected as President in an open
election under subsection (1), (2)(c) or (3)(d).

[6/2017]

(5) For the purposes of this section, an election under a writ is

deemed to have wholly failed only if no person stands or will stand

nominated as a candidate on nomination day.
[6/2017]
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Further provisions on private sector service requirement
5C.—(1) The Minister may make regulations to —

(a) specify how the Presidential Elections Committee is to
calculate and determine shareholders’ equity for the
purposes of Article 19(4)(a)(i1) and (b)(i1) and (5)(a)(i1),
(b)(11) and (c)(i1) of the Constitution;

(b) specify how the Presidential Elections Committee is to
calculate and determine profit after tax for the purposes of
Article 19(4)(a)(ii1) of the Constitution;

(c) prescribe what constitutes an insolvency event for the
purposes of Article 19(4)(a)(iv) of the Constitution; and

(d) prescribe the information to be provided by an applicant in
relation to paragraphs (a), (b) and (c).

[6/2017]

(2) In making regulations under subsection (1)(a) or (b), the

Minister must have regard to, to the extent that they are applicable —

(a) the accounting standards made or formulated under Part 3
of the Accounting Standards Act 2007 by the Accounting
Standards Committee appointed under that Act; and

[Act 36 of 2022 wef 01/04/2023]

(b) the accounting standards generally accepted in Singapore
before 1 November 2007.

[6/2017]

(3) In making regulations under subsection (1)(c), the Minister

must have regard to the general law relating to the insolvency of
companies.

[6/2017]
PART 2
ELECTIONS
Division 1 — Issuance of writ, etc.
[6/2017]
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Timing of poll and writ of election

6.—(1) Any poll for the election of the President must be conducted
as follows:

(a) where the office of the President becomes vacant prior to
the expiration of the term of office of the incumbent, within
6 months after the date the office of President becomes
vacant;

(b) 1n any other case, not more than 3 months before the date of
expiration of the term of office of the incumbent.

(2) For the purposes of every election to the office of President, the
Prime Minister must issue a writ under the public seal, addressed to
the Returning Officer.

(3) Every such writ must be in the prescribed form and must specify
the date or dates (called in this Act nomination day) not being less
than 10 days nor more than one month after the date of the writ and
the place or places of nomination (called in this Act the place of
nomination).

[6/2017]

(4) Upon receipt of the writ, the Returning Oftficer must proceed to
hold the election in the manner provided in this Act.

Notice of time and place of election

7. On the Prime Minister issuing a writ, the Returning Officer must
give notice of the issue of the writ and of the day, time and place of the
nomination of candidates by causing a notice in the prescribed form
to be published in the Gazette at least 4 clear days before nomination
day.

Failure of election

7A.—(1) Whenever an election wholly fails, a fresh writ may be
issued by the Prime Minister at any time for the holding of another
election, except that where the election has failed because of the death
of a candidate after the election has been reported as contested but
before polling day, then section 16(7) and (8) applies.

Informal Consolidation — version in force from 29/12/2023



2020 Ed. Presidential Elections Act 1991 24

(2) The original writ for an election that has wholly failed and
everything done in connection with the election because of that writ
have no effect.

(3) Where a fresh writ is issued under subsection (1), sections 6 and
7 apply to that writ.

(4) For the purposes of this Act, an election shall have wholly failed
if no candidate 1s nominated or returned as elected at that election.

Division 2 — Presidential Elections Committee
and Certificate of Eligibility

Application for certificate of eligibility

8.—(1) A person desiring to be elected as President must apply in
the prescribed manner to the Presidential Elections Committee for a
certificate of eligibility.

[6/2017]

(2) An application for a certificate of eligibility must be made
within the period —

(a) starting on —
(1) if the office of President falls vacant before the

incumbent’s term expires, the date on which the
office of President fell vacant; or

(i1) in any other case, the date that is 3 months before the
expiry of the incumbent’s term; and

(b) ending on the date which is 5 days after the date of the writ.
[6/2017]

(3) If an application for a certificate of eligibility is made by a
person who is below 45 years of age as at nomination day or, if there
1s more than one nomination day, the latest of those days —

(a) the Presidential Elections Committee is not required to
consider the application; and

(b) the application is deemed to be withdrawn.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
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Consideration of application

8A.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), the Presidential Elections
Committee must issue a certificate of eligibility in the prescribed
form to an applicant if the Committee is satisfied that —

(a) the applicant is a person of integrity, good character and
reputation for the purposes of Article 19(2)(e) of the
Constitution; and

(b) the applicant has met the service requirements in
Article 19(2)(g) of the Constitution.
[6/2017]

(2) The Presidential Elections Committee —

(@) may, subject to paragraph (b), reject an application if it is
not made according to this Act; and

(b) must reject an application if the applicant did not submit a
community declaration in accordance with Division 3.

[6/2017]

(3) To avoid doubt, subsection (2)(b) includes a case in a reserved

election where the applicant does not state in his or her community

declaration that he or she considers himself or herself to be a member

of the community to which the election is reserved.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

Time for deciding application

8B. The Presidential Elections Committee must issue a certificate
of eligibility to an applicant, or inform an applicant in writing of its
decision not to issue a certificate of eligibility, no later than the day

before nomination day.
[6/2017]

Certificate to be conclusive

8C. A certificate of eligibility is conclusive of the matters it

certifies and is not subject to appeal or review in any court.
[6/2017]
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Immunity of Presidential Elections Committee

8D.—(1) The Presidential Elections Committee is not, in the
absence of malice on its part, liable to any action at the suit of any
person in respect of —

(a) any statement which the Committee makes in the discharge
of any of its functions under this Act, whether the
statement is made orally or in writing; or

(b) the publication of any document prepared by the
Committee in the course of performing its functions
under this Act.

[6/2017]
(2) Subsection (1) does not limit or affect any other right, privilege
or immunity that the Presidential Elections Committee has, apart

from this section, as a defendant in any action.
[6/2017]

Division 3 — Community Committee
and Community Certificate

Establishment of Community Committee and Sub-Committees

8E.—(1) For the purposes of Article 19B of the Constitution, the
Community Committee is established and consists of the following
16 persons:

(a) the chairperson;
(b) 5 members belonging to the Chinese community;
(¢) 5 members belonging to the Malay community;

(d) 5 members belonging to the Indian or other minority

communities.
[6/2017]

(2) The chairperson is to be appointed by the Prime Minister on the

nomination of the Presidential Council for Minority Rights.
[6/2017]

(3) The 5 members who belong to the Chinese community —

(a) are to be appointed by the Prime Minister on the
nomination of the Presidential Council for Minority
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Rights after consulting such organisations of the Chinese
community as the Council sees fit; and

(b) constitute the Chinese Community Sub-Committee.
[6/2017]

(4) The 5 members who belong to the Malay community —

(a) are to be appointed by the Prime Minister on the
nomination of the Presidential Council for Minority
Rights after consulting such organisations of the Malay
community as the Council sees fit; and

(b) constitute the Malay Community Sub-Committee.
[6/2017]
(5) The 5 members who belong to the Indian or other minority
communities —

(a) are to be appointed by the Prime Minister on the
nomination of the Presidential Council for Minority
Rights after consulting such organisations of the Indian
or other minority communities as the Council sees fit; and

(b) constitute the Indian and Other Minority Communities
Sub-Committee.

[6/2017]

(6) One member of each Sub-Committee is to be appointed as the

chairperson of the Sub-Committee and the appointment must be

made by the Prime Minister on the nomination of the Presidential

Council for Minority Rights.
[6/2017]

Submission of community declaration

8F.—(1) A person desiring to be elected as President must submit a
community declaration in the prescribed form to the Community
Committee.

[6/2017]

(2) A person making a community declaration must make one (and
only one) of the following statements:

(a) that the person considers himself or herself to be a member
of the Chinese community, and wishes to apply for a
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community certificate stating that the person belongs to the
Chinese community;

(b) that the person considers himself or herself to be a member
of the Malay community, and wishes to apply for a
community certificate stating that the person belongs to the
Malay community;

(c) that the person considers himself or herself to be a member
of the Indian or other minority communities, and wishes to
apply for a community certificate stating that the person
belongs to the Indian or other minority communities;

(d) that the person does not consider himself or herself to be a
member of the Chinese community, the Malay community,
or the Indian or other minority communities.

[6/2017]
(3) A community declaration must be submitted within the
period —

(a) starting on —

(1) if the office of President falls vacant before the

incumbent’s term expires, the date on which the
office of President fell vacant; or

(i1) in any other case, the date that is 3 months before the
expiry of the incumbent’s term; and

(b) ending on the date which is 5 days after the date of the writ.
[6/2017]

Consideration of community declaration in reserved elections

8G.—(1) This section applies to a reserved election.
[6/2017]
(2) The Community Committee must accept a community
declaration submitted to the Committee, subject to the following
provisions:

(a) subject to paragraph (b), the Community Committee may
reject a community declaration if it is not made according
to this Act;
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(b) the Community Committee must reject a community

declaration if —

(1) the declarant did not apply for a certificate of
eligibility; or
(i1) the declarant does not state that he or she considers

himself or herself to be a member of the community

to which the election is reserved.
[6/2017]

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(3) If the Community Committee accepts a community declaration,
the Committee must then refer the community declaration to the
Sub-Committee for the community to which the election is reserved.

[6/2017]

(4) In a case referred to a Sub-Committee for a community under
subsection (3) —

(a) the Sub-Committee must consider whether the declarant

belongs to that community and report its conclusions to the
Community Committee;

(b) the Sub-Committee must be guided by the merits of the

case without regard to legal forms and technicalities, or to
whether the evidence before it is in accordance with the
law of evidence or not;

(c) if the Sub-Committee concludes that the declarant belongs

to that community, the Community Committee must issue
a community certificate to the declarant stating that the
declarant belongs to that community; and

(d) if'the Sub-Committee concludes that the declarant does not

belong to that community, the Community Committee
must reject the declarant’s application for a community

certificate and inform the declarant in writing.
[6/2017]
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Consideration of community declaration in non-reserved
elections

8H.—(1) This section applies to an election other than a reserved
election.
[6/2017]
(2) The Community Committee must accept a community
declaration submitted to the Committee, subject to the following
provisions:

(a) subject to paragraphs (b) and (c), the Community
Committee may reject a community declaration if it is
not made according to this Act;

(b) subject to paragraph (c), if the declarant states that he or
she does not consider himself or herself to be a member of
the Chinese community, the Malay community or the
Indian or other minority communities, the Community
Committee may, instead of accepting the community
declaration, invite the declarant to submit another
community declaration;

(¢) the Community Committee must reject a community
declaration if the declarant did not apply for a certificate
of eligibility.

[6/2017]
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(3) If the Community Committee accepts a community declaration
by a declarant who wishes to apply for a community certificate in
relation to a community, the Community Committee must refer the
community declaration to the Sub-Committee for that community.

[6/2017]

(4) In a case referred to a Sub-Committee for a community under

subsection (3) —

(a) the Sub-Committee must consider whether the declarant
belongs to that community and report its conclusions to the
Community Committee;

(b) the Sub-Committee must be guided by the merits of the
case without regard to legal forms and technicalities, or to
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whether the evidence before it is in accordance with the
law of evidence or not;

(c) if the Sub-Committee concludes that the declarant belongs
to that community, the Community Committee must issue
a community certificate to the declarant stating that the
declarant belongs to that community; and

(d) ifthe Sub-Committee concludes that the declarant does not
belong to that community, the Community Committee
must —

(1) reject the declarant’s application in writing; or

(i1) invite the declarant to submit another community
declaration.

[6/2017]

(5) In considering whether to invite a person to submit another

community declaration under subsection (2)(b) or (4)(d)(ii), the

Community Committee must be guided by the merits of the case

without regard to legal forms and technicalities, or to whether the

evidence before it is in accordance with the law of evidence or not.

[6/2017]

(6) If the Community Committee invites a person to submit another

community declaration under subsection (2)(b) or (4)(d)(ii), the
Community Committee —

(a) must specify the time within which the person must submit
the fresh community declaration, which must be no later
than 3 days before nomination day;

(b) may require the person to provide such information as may
be specified; and

(c¢) may specify such other terms that the person must comply

with.
[6/2017]

(7) If a person submits another community declaration on an
invitation under subsection (2)(b) or (4)(d)(i1)) —

(a) the person is deemed to have withdrawn his or her earlier
community declaration;
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(b) the Community Committee may decline to accept the later
community declaration if it does not comply with the terms
of the invitation; and

(c) the later community declaration must be dealt with
according to subsections (2), (3) and (4) (so far as they
are applicable), except that the Community Committee
may not invite the person again to submit another
community declaration.

[6/2017]
(8) If a person declines to submit another community declaration
despite an invitation under subsection (2)(b) or (4)(d)(i1)) —

(a) if the invitation is made under subsection (2)(b), the
Community Committee must accept the community
declaration earlier submitted by the person; and

(b) if the invitation is made under subsection (4)(d)(ii), the
Community Committee must reject the person’s
application for a community certificate.

[6/2017]
9) To avoid doubt, a person may not submit another communit
p y y

declaration except on the invitation of the Community Committee

under subsection (2)(b) or (4)(d)(ii).
[6/2017]

Time for issuing community certificate, etc.

8I. The Community Committee must, no later than the day before
nomination day, do one of the following things in respect of a
community declaration:

(a) inform the declarant that the community declaration is not
accepted;

(b) 1f the community declaration is accepted and includes an
application for a community certificate —

(1) issue a community certificate to the declarant; or

(i1) inform the declarant in writing that it has rejected the
application;
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(c) if the community declaration is accepted and does not
include an application for a community certificate, notify

the declarant in writing of the acceptance.
[6/2017]

Decision to be final; certificate to be conclusive

8J.—(1) The decisions (however named) of the Community

Committee and its Sub-Committees in relation to a community

declaration are final and are not subject to appeal or review in any
court.

[6/2017]

(2) A community certificate is conclusive of the matters it certifies

and is not subject to appeal or review in any court.
[6/2017]

Immunity of Community Committee and Sub-Committees

8K.—(1) The Community Committee is not, in the absence of
malice on its part, liable to any action at the suit of any person in
respect of —

(a) any statement which the Committee makes in the discharge
of any of its functions under this Act, whether the
statement is made orally or in writing; or

(b) the publication of any document prepared by the
Committee in the course of performing its functions
under this Act.

[6/2017]

(2) Subsection (1) does not limit or affect any other right, privilege

or immunity that the Community Committee has, apart from this
section, as a defendant in any action.

[6/2017]

(3) Subsections (1) and (2) apply to a Sub-Committee.
[6/2017]

Procedure of Community Committee and Sub-Committees

8L.—(1) A decision of the Community Committee must be made
by a simple majority of the members present and voting, except that
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in the case of an equality of votes, the chairperson or the member
presiding has a casting vote in addition to his or her original vote.
[6/2017]
(2) The Community Committee may act despite the absence of any
member.
[6/2017]
(3) Subject to this section, the Community Committee may regulate
its own procedure.
[6/2017]
(4) The validity of any proceedings of the Community Committee
is not affected by any defect in the appointment of any member of the
Committee.
[6/2017]
(5) Regulations may be made under section 81 to provide for
regulating and facilitating the performance by the Community
Committee of its functions under this Act.
[6/2017]
(6) Subsections (1) to (5) apply, with the necessary modifications,

to a Sub-Committee.
[6/2017]

Division 4 — Nomination Proceedings
[6/2017]

Nomination papers

9.—(1) Any person eligible for election to the office of President in
accordance with the provisions of the Constitution may be nominated
as a candidate for election to the office of President.

(2) Each candidate is to be nominated by means of a nomination
paper signed by 2 persons as proposer and seconder, respectively, and
by not less than 4 other persons all of whose names must appear in
any register of electors.

(3) Every nomination paper must —

(a) set out the full name (as stated in the identity card of the
person), identity card number and occupation of the person

seeking nomination;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
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(b) contain a statement, signed by that person, to the effect that
he or she consents to the nomination; and

(c) contain a statutory declaration in the prescribed form by
the person seeking nomination stating —

(1) that he or she is qualified to be elected to the office of
President;

(i1) that on nomination day he or she is not a member of
any political party; and

(ii1) that he or she understands the President’s role under
the Constitution, including any particular aspect of
the President’s role stated in the prescribed form.

[6/2017]
(4) Each candidate must at the time of his or her nomination deliver
to the Returning Officer —

(a) a political donation certificate issued to him or her in
respect of that election;
[Act 28 of 2021 wef 29/12/2023]

(b) a certificate of eligibility issued to the candidate;

(c) if the election is a reserved election, a community
certificate stating that the candidate belongs to the
community to which the election is reserved; and

(d) if the election is not a reserved election —

(1) if the candidate submitted a community declaration
that included an application for a community
certificate —

(A) a community certificate issued to the
candidate; or

(B) the written decision of the Community
Committee rejecting the application; or

(11) if the candidate submitted a community declaration
that did not include an application for a community
certificate —
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(A) the Community  Committee’s  written
notification that the community declaration is
accepted; and

(B) a statutory declaration that the candidate does
not consider himself or herself to be a member
of the Chinese community, the Malay
community or the Indian or other minority
communities.

[6/2017]

(5) If any statutory declaration which 1is required by

subsection (3)(c) to be made is not so made, or any certificate or

document which is required to be delivered under subsection (4) is

not so delivered, the nomination of the candidate is deemed to be
void.

[6/2017]

(6) The Returning Officer may, at any time between the date of the

notice referred to in section 7 and 12 noon of nomination day, supply

a form of nomination paper to any registered elector requiring the
form.

Deposits by candidates

10.—(1) A candidate, or some person on the candidate’s behalf,
must deposit or cause to be deposited with the Returning Officer, or
with some person authorised by the Returning Officer in that behalf,
between the date of the issue of the writ under section 6 and 12 noon
of nomination day, a sum equal to 3 times the amount of deposit
referred to in section 28(1) of the Parliamentary Elections Act 1954.

(1A) In default of a deposit under this section being so made, the
candidate is deemed to have withdrawn his or her candidature under
section 13.

(2) The Returning Officer must immediately give a receipt for any
sum deposited under this section and must pay that sum into the
Treasury and that sum must be dealt with in accordance with the
provisions of this Act.

(3) The deposit of the sum required under subsection (1) must be
made through an electronic fund transfer system designated by the
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Returning Officer for that purpose, or by a bank draft or a certified
cheque, or in any other form or manner as the Returning Officer
allows.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(4) If a candidate is not nominated as a candidate for election, an
election has wholly failed or if, after the deposit under this section is
made, the candidate withdraws his or her candidature under
section 13, the deposit must be returned to the person by whom the
deposit was made.

(4A) If the candidate dies after the deposit is made and before the
poll has commenced, the deposit, if made by the candidate, must be
returned to the candidate’s legal personal representative or, if not
made by the candidate, must be returned to the person by whom the
deposit was made.

(5) If a candidate who has made the required deposit is not elected
and the number of votes polled by the candidate does not exceed
one-eighth of the total number of votes polled, the amount deposited
1s forfeited and must be paid into the Consolidated Fund.

(5A) In any other case, the amount so deposited must be returned to
the candidate —

(a) where the candidate is elected, as soon as the candidate has
taken the oath or made affirmation as President; and

(b) where the candidate is not elected, as soon as practicable
after the result of the election is declared.

(6) For the purposes of this section —

(a) the number of votes polled is deemed to be the number of
votes counted other than rejected votes; and

(b) “certified cheque” means a cheque which is certified by the
drawee bank as good for payment of the sum stated in the
cheque.

(7) The Returning Officer must, on giving notice under section 7 of
the issue of a writ, specify in the notice the amount to be deposited
under subsection (1).
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Proceedings on nomination day

11.—(1) The Returning Officer must, on nomination day, attend at
the place of nomination from 11 a.m. until 12 noon to receive
nominations papers and political donation certificates and certificates
issued under section 8 (called in this Act nomination papers).

[Act 28 of 2021 wef 29/12/2023]

(2) Every such nomination paper and certificate must be delivered
to the Returning Officer, in duplicate and in person, by the person
seeking nomination accompanied by his or her proposer, seconder
and at least 4 assentors, at the place of nomination between 11 a.m.
and 12 noon (both times inclusive) on nomination day, and if not so
delivered, must be rejected.

(3) The Returning Officer must immediately cause a copy of the
nomination papers to be posted in a conspicuous position outside the
place of nomination.

(4) [Deleted by Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(5) Before 12.30 p.m. on nomination day at an election, any
candidate may, by writing under his or her hand, indicate to the
Returning Officer which of his or her names mentioned in the
nomination paper the candidate desires should be omitted and which
should be specified by initial only.

(6) For the purposes of the election the names which the candidate
desires to omit may be omitted and an initial may be used in place of
those names which the candidate desires should be specified by
initial.

Amendment of nomination papers

11A.—(1) Subject to subsection (3), where the Returning Officer
detects in any nomination paper —

(a) an error or omission, or what appears to be an error or
omission, which may amount to a ground for rejecting the
nomination paper or allowing an objection to the
nomination paper; or
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(b) anything which may affect the validity of the nomination
paper and the Returning Officer considers that it can be
corrected before 12 noon on nomination day,

the Returning Officer may, before making his or her decision under
section 11 or 12, give the candidate or person seeking nomination (as
the case may be) a reasonable opportunity to correct the error or
omission before 12 noon on nomination day.

(2) Subject to subsection (3), where any error or omission in a
person’s nomination paper is brought to the attention of the candidate
or person seeking nomination (whether by the Returning Officer
under subsection (1) or following an objection made under
section 12), the candidate or person seeking nomination (as the
case may be) may, at any time before 12 noon on nomination day but
no later, take such action as may be necessary to correct the error or
omission in his or her nomination paper.

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) or (2) authorises any candidate or
person seeking nomination to substitute a different person —

(a) as a candidate for election; or
(b) as proposer, seconder or assentor.

(4) In this section, “error” has the meaning given by section 82.

Objections to nomination papers

12.—(1) Objection may be made to a nomination paper only on all
or any of the following grounds:

(a) that the description of the candidate is insufficient to
identify the candidate;

(b) that the nomination paper does not comply with or was not
delivered in accordance with the provisions of this Act;

(c) that it 1s apparent from the contents of the nomination
paper that the candidate is not qualified to be elected to the
office of President;

(d) that the provisions of section 10 have not been observed.
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(2) An objection to a nomination paper must not be allowed unless
it is made in person to the Returning Officer, in the manner specified
in subsection (3), at the place of nomination between 11 a.m. and
12.30 p.m. on nomination day.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(3) Every objection must be in writing signed by the objector and
must specify the ground of objection.

(4) The Returning Officer may himself or herself lodge an objection
on any of the grounds set out in subsection (1).

(5) The Returning Officer must with the least possible delay decide
on the validity of every objection and inform the candidate concerned
of his or her decision, and, if the objection is allowed, of the grounds
of his or her decision.

(6) If the Returning Officer disallows any objection, his or her
decision is final and conclusive and is not to be called in question in
any court; but if the Returning Officer allows the objection, his or her
decision is subject to reversal on an application under section 71.

Withdrawal of candidature

13.—(1) A candidate may before 12 noon on nomination day, but
not afterwards, withdraw his or her candidature by giving, in person,
a notice to that effect signed by him or her to the Returning Officer.

(2) The Returning Officer must immediately cause notice of the
withdrawal to be posted in a conspicuous position outside the place of
nomination.

Persons entitled to be present during nomination proceedings

14.—(1) Subject to subsection (2), the following persons, and no
others, are entitled to be present at the proceedings specified in
sections 11, 11A, 12 and 13:

(a) the candidates;
(b) each candidate’s proposer, seconder and assentors;

(c) one other person (if any) appointed in writing by each
candidate;
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(d) the Returning Officer and any other person authorised by
the Returning Officer to assist him or her at such
proceedings; and

(e) any other person with the written permission of the
Returning Officer to be present at those proceedings.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(2) A person seeking to be a candidate for election to the office of

President may be refused entry to the place of nomination unless —

(a) the person is issued a political donation certificate; and

(b) the person is accompanied by 6 other persons as his or her
proposer, seconder and assentors.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(3) Subsection (2) only applies to the initial entry of a person

seeking to be a candidate for an election to the place of nomination for

that election.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

Division 5 — Uncontested Elections
[6/2017]

Uncontested elections

15.—(1) If, on nomination day after the decision by the Returning
Officer of any objection which may have been lodged, only
one candidate stands nominated, the Returning Officer must
immediately —

(a) declare the nominated candidate to be elected to the office
of President; and

(b) cause the name of the person so elected to be published in
the Gazette.

(2) Nothing in sections 11 and 12 prevents the Returning Officer
from exercising any of his or her powers under subsection (1) before
12.30 p.m. if, at 12 noon on nomination day for an election, only
one candidate stands nominated.
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Division 6 — Contested Elections
[6/2017]

Contested elections

16.—(1) If, on nomination day after the decision by the Returning
Officer of any objections which may have been lodged, more than
one candidate stands nominated for election to the office of President,
the Returning Officer must —

(a) immediately adjourn the election to enable a poll to be
taken in accordance with the provisions of this Act; and

(b) allot to each candidate an approved symbol which must be
printed on the ballot paper opposite the name of that
candidate.

(1A) Subject to subsection (3A), the Returning Officer may, in his
or her discretion, allot to any candidate some other symbol selected
by the candidate.

(2) In subsection (1), “approved symbol” means any symbol
approved by the Returning Officer for the purposes of this Act by
notification in the Gazette.

(3) Subject to subsections (1) and (1A), the determination of the
approved symbol to be allotted to each candidate must be made by lot
by the Returning Officer.

(3A) A candidate must not be allotted any symbol which is of any
racial or religious significance or which denotes or implies an
affiliation with any political party.

(4) In the event of any dispute arising regarding the allocation of
any symbol under this section, the decision of the Returning Officer is
final and is not to be questioned.

(5) Subject to section 6(1), the Returning Officer must cause to be
published in the Gazette a notice in the prescribed form specifying —

(a) the date on which the poll will be taken, the date being not
earlier than the 10th day, and not later than the 56th day,
after the date of publication of the notice in the Gazette
(called in this Act polling day);
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(aa) whether a direct recording electronic voting system will be
used at the poll and if so, a brief description of the system
and the electoral division which will use the system at the
poll;

(ab) the day and hours of the poll at every overseas polling
station and special polling station;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(b) the names of the candidates in the order in which they will
be printed on the ballot papers, the symbol allotted to each
candidate, and the names of their proposers and seconders;
and

(c) the locations of the polling stations.

(6) In computing time for the purpose of subsection (5)(a), the last
day of the period must not be excluded only by reason of the fact that
it is a Sunday or that it is a public holiday under the provisions of this
Act or any other written law.

(7) If, after an election has been reported as contested, one of the
candidates nominated dies before the poll has commenced, the
Returning Officer must, upon being satisfied of the fact of the
death —

(a) countermand the notice for the poll; and

(b) appoint by notice in the Gazette a fresh date, time and place
for the nomination of candidates for election, at least
4 clear days before the fresh date fixed for such
nomination.

(8) In the case referred to in subsection (7), all proceedings with
reference to the election must be commenced afresh, except that no
fresh nomination is necessary in the case of the candidates who stood
nominated at the time of the countermand of the poll.

Polling day to be public holiday

17. Polling day at any election is a public holiday as though it had
been so expressly appointed in addition to the days mentioned in any
written law for the time being in force relating to holidays.
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Polling districts and polling stations

18.—(1) The Returning Officer must, for the purposes of the poll in
any electoral division —

(a) establish for the electoral division as many ordinary
polling stations as are necessary for the poll —

(1) within each polling district of the electoral division;
and

(i1) mn a polling district of another electoral division
which has a common boundary with the
firstmentioned electoral division, but only if the
Returning Officer is satisfied that doing so is
conducive to the voting convenience of a large
number of electors of the electoral division who
reside near that common boundary;

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(b) provide as many polling places within each ordinary
polling station as the Returning Officer considers
necessary; and
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(c) allot the electors registered for the electoral division
(including overseas electors) to the ordinary polling
stations in such manner as the Returning Officer thinks
convenient.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(1A) A single ordinary polling station in a polling district of an
electoral division may be established for the conduct of a poll in
another electoral division only if the polling district has a common
boundary with a polling district of the other electoral division.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(2) The Returning Officer may use, free of charge, as a polling
station any school in Singapore or part thereof for the purposes of any
election.

(3) The Returning Officer must make good any damage done to,
and defray any expenses incurred by the persons having control over,
any school in Singapore or part thereof by reason of its being used as
a polling station.
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(4) A polling station comprises such premises or such area within
any premises as are demarcated by or under the authority of the
Returning Officer to be a polling station.

(5) Where an ordinary polling station or a special polling station is
located in any grounds, the Returning Officer —

(@) may designate —

(1) an entrance to those grounds as a designated entrance
to the polling station; and

(i1) the routes that electors have to use to access the
polling places within the polling station and the
polling booths or other facilities for voting in
accordance with this Act, including paths, hallways
and doorways; and

(b) if a designation under paragraph (a)(i) is made, must
indicate or cause to be indicated by a presiding officer the
designated entrance to those grounds by displaying an

official sign at that entrance.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

Presiding officers

19.—(1) The Returning Officer must appoint, and may revoke the
appointment of, one or more persons (called in this Act presiding
officers) to preside at each polling station.

(2) If more than one presiding officer is appointed for any polling
station, the Returning Officer may appoint one of the presiding
officers to be the senior presiding officer who is to exercise general
supervision over the other presiding officers and over all
arrangements for the conduct of the poll in that station.

(3) Each presiding officer must be supplied with a copy of that part
of the register of electors containing the names of electors in the
register assigned to the presiding officer’s polling place.

(4) If any presiding officer is, by sickness or other cause, prevented
from acting at any election and there is no time for another person to
be appointed by the Returning Officer, the presiding officer may
appoint a deputy to act for him or her.
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(5) A presiding officer must as soon as possible report to the
Returning Officer every appointment made under subsection (4) and
every such appointment may be revoked by the Returning Officer, but
without affecting the validity of anything already done by the deputy.

(6) The Returning Officer may, if he or she thinks fit, preside at any
polling station, and the provisions of this Act relating to a presiding
officer apply to the Returning Officer.

Facilities to be provided at polling stations

20.—(1) Before the poll opens at a polling station, the presiding
officer or the senior presiding officer at that station must cause a
notice about the poll to be displayed on or at a conspicuous place
outside that station.

[6/2017]

(2) The notice mentioned in subsection (1) —

(a) must contain such information, presented in such form or
manner, as may be prescribed; and

(b) must remain displayed on or at a conspicuous place outside
the polling station until the poll closes at that station.
[6/2017]
(3) It is the duty of the Returning Officer to provide at each polling
station reasonable facilities for the electors allotted to that station to
enable them to mark their votes screened from observation and to
vote in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

(4) The Returning Officer must determine, or may authorise the
presiding officer or senior presiding officer to determine, in what
manner the facilities mentioned in subsection (3) are to be distributed
among the electors entitled to vote at that station.

(5) An election must not be questioned by reason of
non-compliance with subsection (3) or (4) or any informality
relative to polling stations.

Register of electors to be conclusive evidence of right to vote

21.—(1) A person who, by reason of circumstances existing on the
day of an election, is by virtue of the provisions of this Act or the
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Parliamentary Elections Act 1954, not entitled to have his or her
name entered or retained in any register of electors is not entitled to
vote at the election.

(2) If the person mentioned in subsection (1) votes at the election,
he or she shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction
to a fine not exceeding $1,500 or to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding 9 months or to both, and shall, on conviction, become
incapable for a period of 3 years from the date of his or her conviction
of being registered as an elector or of voting at any election under this
Act or of being elected as the President or a Member of Parliament.

(3) The register of electors in operation in accordance with the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954 at the time of any election is
conclusive evidence for the purpose of determining whether a person
1s or is not entitled to vote at the election.

(4) The right to vote of any person whose name is for the time being
contained in the register is not prejudiced by any appeal pending
before a Revising Officer in respect of the inclusion of that person’s
name in the register.

(5) Any vote given by the person mentioned in subsection (4)
during the pendency of that appeal is as good as though no such
appeal were pending and is not affected by the subsequent decision of
the appeal.

(6) In this section, “Revising Officer” means a Revising Officer
appointed under section 12 of the Parliamentary Elections Act 1954.
Admittance to polling station

22.—(1) Subject to subsection (2) but without affecting section 52
(on plural voting), a person must not be admitted —

(a) to an ordinary polling station to vote in person at an
election unless the person is allotted under section 18(1)(c)
to that ordinary polling station;

(b) to an overseas polling station to vote in person at an
election unless the person —

(1) is registered as an overseas elector;
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(i1) 1s not designated under section 13A(3A) of the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954 as a postal voter
for that election; and

(i11) is allotted wunder section 13A(3A) of the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954 to that overseas
polling station; or

(c) to a special polling station to vote in person at an election
unless the person is allotted under section 30B(1) to that
special polling station.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(2) Where an elector for any electoral division is employed as a
presiding officer, police officer, or in any other official capacity at an
ordinary polling station or a special polling station, and it is
inconvenient for him or her to vote at the ordinary polling station
which has been allotted to him or her, the Returning Officer may, by a
certificate authorise the elector to vote at any other polling station and
that other polling station is deemed, for the purposes of this section, to
be the polling station allotted to that elector.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(3) The certificate mentioned in subsection (2) must be given under
the hand of the Returning Officer and must state the name of the
elector, the elector’s number, and description in the register of
electors, and the fact that the elector is so employed as a presiding
officer, police officer or in any other official capacity at a polling
station.

(3A) [Deleted by Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(4) Unless the Returning Officer, by notification in the Gazette
under this section or section 33C(3)(b), appoints any other hour, the
poll must open at 8 a.m. on the day appointed under section 16(5) and

must close at 8 p.m. on that day.
[6/2017]

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(5) The presiding officer must —
(a) keep order in his or her polling station;

(b) regulate the number of voters to be admitted at a time; and
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(c) exclude all other persons except the candidates, the polling
agents admitted to the polling station under this section, the
Returning Officer and persons authorised in writing by the
Returning Officer, the police officers on duty and other
persons officially employed at the polling station.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(6) The number of polling agents of each candidate that may be
admitted to a polling station must not exceed the number calculated in
the prescribed manner.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(7) A polling agent whose name has not been notified to the
presiding officer as required by section 45(1B) must not be admitted
to a polling station.

(8) If any person misconducts himself or herself in a polling station
or fails to obey the lawful orders of the presiding officer, that person
may immediately by order of the presiding officer be removed from
the polling station by any police officer in or near that station or by
any other person authorised in writing by the presiding officer or by
the Returning Officer to remove that person.

(9) The person removed under subsection (8) must not, unless with
the permission of the presiding officer, again be allowed to enter the
polling station.

(10) Any person removed under subsection (8) may, if charged with
the commission in a polling station of any offence, be kept in custody
until he or she can be brought before a magistrate.

(11) The powers conferred by this section must not be exercised so
as to prevent any elector who is otherwise entitled to vote at any
polling station from having an opportunity of voting at that station.

22A. [Repealed by Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

Poll by ballot and ballot papers

23.—(1) In the case of a poll at an election not using a DRE voting
system, the votes must be given by ballot, and the ballot of each voter
must consist of a paper (called in this Act a ballot paper).
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(2) Every ballot paper must —

(a) contain a list of the candidates in English, described,
subject to section 11(5) and (6), as in their respective
nomination papers, and arranged alphabetically in English
in the order of their surnames, and, if there are 2 or more
such candidates with the same surname, of their other
names, and the symbol allotted to each candidate;

(aa) clearly demarcate the area within which a voter must mark
his or her vote for a candidate;

(b) be in the prescribed form;
(c) be capable of being folded;
(d) have a number printed on the back; and

(e) have attached a counterfoil with the same number printed

on the face.
[6/2017]
(3) The official mark for the authentication of ballot papers must
comprise a pattern, design, watermark or logo approved by the
Returning Officer which must be affixed, stamped, overprinted or
marked (by writing or otherwise), or any combination thereof, on the
ballot paper in a particular manner approved by the Returning Officer.

Candidates’ photographs on ballot paper

23A.—(1) The Returning Officer must include on every ballot
paper in an election a candidate’s photograph if —

(a) the candidate delivers the photograph to the Returning
Officer at such place, within such time, and in such form
and manner, as the Returning Officer specifies; and

(b) the photograph is in accordance with the Returning
Officer’s specifications and requirements to ensure
accuracy and consistency.

[6/2017]
(2) If subsection (1)(a) or (b) is not complied with, the Returning
Officer must indicate in the area designated on the ballot paper for the

candidate’s photograph that there is no photograph for the candidate.
[6/2017]
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(3) The Returning Officer must cause to be published, as soon as
practicable after the issue of the writ for the election and in such
manner as will secure adequate publicity to the candidates, the
Returning Officer’s specifications and requirements under
subsection (1)(a) and ().

[6/2017]

Ballot boxes

24.—(1) Every ballot box must be so constructed that the ballot
papers can be introduced into the box after it has been sealed or
locked but cannot be withdrawn from the box unless the seal or lock is
broken.

(2) The presiding officer at a polling station must, immediately
before the commencement of the poll, and in the sight of such person
as may be present in the polling station —

(a) show that each ballot box to be used at the commencement
of the poll is empty;

(b) close the ballot box; and

(c) ensure that the ballot box is sealed or locked in such a
manner as to prevent it being opened without breaking the
seal or lock.

(3) The ballot boxes, after being sealed or locked in accordance
with subsection (2), must be kept in the view of the presiding officer
of the polling station for the receipt of ballot papers and must not be
opened again until after the close of the poll.

(4) Subsections (2) and (3) apply to every ballot box used during a
poll and it is sufficient compliance with those subsections if a ballot
box, other than a ballot box used at the commencement of a poll, is
shown and sealed or locked in accordance with subsection (2) before
it is used.

Manner of voting

25.—(1) Each voter entitled to vote must be given one ballot paper
and has one vote.
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(2) The ballot paper must be delivered to the voter by the presiding
officer or a person acting under the presiding officer’s authority.

(3) Immediately before any ballot paper is delivered to a voter —

(a) the ballot paper must, unless it already bears the complete
official mark for the authentication of ballot papers, be
affixed, stamped or marked (by writing or otherwise) by
the presiding officer in the approved manner with that
official mark or the remaining part thereof or initialled by
the presiding officer;

(b) the number and name of the voter, as stated in the copy of
the register of electors, must be called out;
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
(c¢) the number of the elector must be marked on the
counterfoil; and

(d) amark must be placed in the register against the number of
the elector to denote that he or she has received a ballot
paper but without showing the particular ballot paper
which he or she has received.

(4) Subject to subsection (4AA), the voter must, on receiving the
ballot paper, immediately proceed to such place in the station as may
be indicated by the presiding officer or by any person acting under
that officer’s authority, and must there secretly mark the paper as near
as may be in accordance with the directions given for the guidance of
voters under this Act.

[6/2017]

(4AA) The voter’s mark on the ballot paper must be made in the
area demarcated on the ballot paper for that purpose, and not
elsewhere.

[6/2017]

(4A) The voter must then fold the paper so as to conceal his or her
vote, and must put the paper so folded up into the ballot box.

(5) Every voter must vote without undue delay and must leave the
polling station as soon as he or she has put his or her ballot paper into
the ballot box.
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(6) The presiding officer or any person authorised by the presiding
officer may ask any voter if the voter understands the method of
voting in accordance with this Act and may, if he or she thinks fit, on
the application of any voter, explain to the voter, in the presence of the
polling agents of the candidates if present, the method of voting in
accordance with this Act; but in so doing he or she must carefully
abstain from any action which might be construed by the voter as
advice or a direction to vote for any candidate.

(7) The presiding officer, on the application of a voter who, by
reason of blindness or other physical disability, is unable to vote in the
manner prescribed by this Act, must mark the ballot paper of the voter
in the manner directed by the voter, and must cause the ballot paper to
be placed in the ballot box.

[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(8) The presiding officer may, at any time while a poll is
proceeding, take such steps as may be necessary to ensure that no
voter delays unduly in any place reserved for the marking of ballot
papers.

(9) During the taking of the poll, the presiding officer must cause to
be exhibited outside his or her polling station a notice, in English,
Malay, Chinese and Tamil, substantially in the prescribed form,
giving directions for the guidance of voters in voting.

Compulsory voting

26.—(1) Every elector must record his or her vote at each election
in the electoral division for which he or she is registered.

(1A) An elector who is allotted to a special polling station under
section 30B(1) for the purposes of the poll and who —

(a) attends in person at a polling place in the special polling
station to record his or her vote; or

(b) has his or her vote taken by a mobile polling team,
deployed at the special polling station,

must be treated under this section as having recorded his or her vote at

the election in the electoral division for which he or she is registered.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]
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(1B) An overseas elector —

(a) who 1s designated under section 13A(3A) of the
Parliamentary Elections Act 1954 as a postal voter for
the purposes of the poll in an election; and

(b) who applies for postal voting papers to be issued to him or
her during the postal voting period for that election,

must be treated under this section as having recorded his or her vote at
the election in the electoral division for which he or she is registered.
[Act 9 of 2023 wef 01/06/2023]

(2) The Returning Officer must, at the close of each election,
prepare a list of the numbers, names and descriptions as stated in the
register of electors of such electors who have failed to vote at the
election and certify the list under the hand of the Returning Officer.

(3) Despite section 32(10) and (12), it is lawful for the Returning
Officer to break the seals of packets containing the marked copies of
the registers of electors and to inspect and retain those copies for the
purpose of preparing the list referred to in subsection (2) and of any
connected inquiries.

(4) The list prepared by the Returning Officer under subsection (2)
must be forwarded by the Returning Officer to the Registration
Officer.

(5) The Registration Officer must on receipt of such list cause the
names of all persons appearing in the list to be expunged from the
register of electors.

(6) The Registration Officer must give notice in the Gazette that
such list has been received by him or her from the Returning Officer
and that the list or copies thereof are open for inspection at all
reasonable hours of the day at the office of the Registration Officer
and at such other place or places in or near each electoral division and
at such overseas registration centres as may be specified in the notice.

(7) Every person whose name appears on the list of which notice
has been given by the Registration Officer under subsection (6) may
make a written application for the restoration of his or her name to the
register of electors.
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(8) If any applicant under subsection (7) satisfies the Registration
Officer that the applicant has a good and sufficient reason for not
having recorded his or her vote, the applicant’s name must be restored
to the register without penalty, but where the applicant does not so
satisfy the Registration Officer, the applicant’s name must be restored
to the register on payment to the Registration Officer of a sum of $50.

(9) Any name to be restored to the register under subsection (8)
must, except as otherwise provided in subsection (11), be restored on
the day after the Registration Officer has satisfied himself or herself
that the applicant has a good and sufficient reason for not recording
his or her vote, or the day after the payment of the sum of $50 to the
Registration Officer, as the case may be.

(10) Where any person whose name is to be restored to the register
under subsection (8) has notified the Commissioner of National
Registration of any change in the person’s address and it appears from
such change of address that the person is no longer residing in the
same electoral division, the person’s name must be restored to the
appropriate register of the electoral division in which he or she is
residing.

(11) Where a writ of election has been issued under section 6 for an
election, no name may be restored to the register until after
nomination day or, if a poll is to be taken, until after polling day.

Declarations by voters

27.—(1) The presiding officer at any polling station may, in his or
her discretion, require any voter, before the voter is given a ballot
pa