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No. S 904

PUBLIC UTILITIES ACT 2001

PUBLIC UTILITIES
(WATER SUPPLY) (AMENDMENT)

REGULATIONS 2023

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 72 of the Public
Utilities Act 2001, the Public Utilities Board, with the approval of the
Minister for Sustainability and the Environment, makes the following
Regulations:

Citation and commencement
1. These Regulations are the Public Utilities (Water Supply)

(Amendment) Regulations 2023 and come into operation on
1 January 2024.

Amendment of regulation 2
2. In the Public Utilities (Water Supply) Regulations (Rg 5) (called

in these Regulations the principal Regulations), in regulation 2, after
the definition of “PUB S&R Standard”, insert —

“ “PUB S&R Standard for Water Efficiency” means the
document known as “PUB’s Stipulated Standard &
Requirements on Mandatory Water Efficiency
Requirements” published by the Board, as in force
from time to time;”.

Amendment of regulation 38
3. In the principal Regulations, in regulation 38, delete

paragraph (6).

New regulation 38A
4. In the principal Regulations, after regulation 38, insert —
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“Late payment charges
38A.—(1) Where —

(a) a reminder mentioned in regulation 38(5) has been
issued by the Board or the agent of the Board to a
consumer to make payment in accordance with a bill
sent to the consumer relating to any water supplied to
the consumer; and

(b) any amount stated in that bill for any matter in
paragraph (2) remains unpaid by the consumer upon
the issue of the next bill to the consumer,

then a late payment charge of 1% of the amount remaining
unpaid is payable by the consumer.
(2) A matter for purposes of paragraph (1) is any of the
following:

(a) the price mentioned in regulation 3(1) of the Public
Utilities (Tariffs for Water) Regulations (Rg 7) for the
water supplied (including any amount mentioned in
regulation 3(2) of those Regulations equivalent to the
goods and services tax chargeable on the supply of the
water and payable as part of the price);

(b) any waterborne tax under section 20 of the Act
relating to the water supplied;

(c) any water conservation tax under section 20A of the
Act relating to the water supplied;

(d) any other fee or charge imposed under the Act,
including any late payment charge imposed under
paragraph (1).”.

Amendment of regulation 40A
5. In the principal Regulations, in regulation 40A —

(a) delete the definition of “specified water fitting”; and
(b) after the definition of “undercounter dishwasher”, insert —
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“ “water device” means any of the following:
(a) a tap and mixer;
(b) a flushing cistern;
(c) a urinal flush valve;
(d) a water-closet flush valve;
(e) a waterless urinal;
(f) a clothes washing machine intended

for household use;
(g) a washer extractor (other than for

household use) that is —
(i) designed to be loaded or

unloaded through an opening
in the front of the washer
extractor; or

(ii) designed to be loaded or
unloaded through an opening
in the top of the washer
extractor;

(h) a dishwasher intended for household
use;

(i) a dishwasher (other than for
household use) that is of any of the
following types:
(i) a hood dishwasher;
(ii) an undercounter dishwasher;

(j) a high pressure washer other than for
any of the following uses:
(i) household use;
(ii) steam cleaning or hot water

pressure washing;
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(iii) washing equipment or
vehicles;”.

Amendment of regulation 40B
6. In the principal Regulations, in regulation 40B —

(a) replace the definition of “chief executive” with —
“ “chief executive”, in relation to a consumer or

person proposing to build a facility, means any
individual, however described, who is in the
direct employment of, or acting for or by
arrangement with, the consumer or person (as
the case may be), and is principally
responsible for the management and conduct
of the business operations of the consumer or
person in relation to the facility;”;

(b) after the definition of “construction site”, insert —
“ “new facility” has the meaning given by

section 40(12) of the Act;”; and
(c) after the definition of “private meter”, insert —

“ “projected water balance chart” has the meaning
given by section 40(12) of the Act;”.

New Division 4 and new Division 5 heading of Part IVA
7. In the principal Regulations, after regulation 40K, insert —

“Division 4 — New facilities
Prescribed matters for purposes of section 40
40KA. For the purpose of section 40 of the Act —

(a) a prescribed industry is an industry specified in the
first column of Part 1 of the Fifth Schedule; and

(b) the prescribed threshold in relation to an annual water
use is 60,000 cubic metres, determined in accordance
with the method set out in the PUB S&R Standard for
Water Efficiency.
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Board’s approval of projected water balance chart
40KB. An application for the Board’s approval under
section 40(2) of the Act for a projected water balance chart
for a new facility must —

(a) be submitted to the Board by the person proposing to
build the new facility in the form specified by the
Board;

(b) be prepared by a person who has obtained a
Certificate of Proficiency issued by the Board for
the Water Efficiency Manager course;

(c) be accompanied by —
(i) the projected water balance chart; and
(ii) a declaration by the person mentioned in

paragraph (b) that the person prepared the
application; and

(d) be endorsed by the chief executive of the person
proposing to build the new facility.

Water efficiency requirements for new facility
40KC.—(1) For the purpose of section 40(7) of the Act, the
prescribed water efficiency requirements applicable to a new
facility in a prescribed industry are specified in the second
column of Part 1 of the Fifth Schedule opposite the prescribed
industry.
(2) The prescribed water efficiency requirements apply in
relation to each year for which the following requirements are
satisfied:

(a) the year is the fourth or subsequent year after the year
in which the temporary occupation permit for the new
facility is granted under section 12(3) of the Building
Control Act 1989;
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Illustration

A temporary occupation permit is granted in respect of a new
facility in 2025. The year that is the fourth year after the year in
which the temporary occupation permit is granted is 2029.

(b) the occupier of the new facility is a qualifying
consumer for the new facility for that year.

Waiver or modification of prescribed water efficiency
requirements
40KD.—(1) An application under section 40(8) of the Act for
a waiver or modification of any prescribed water efficiency
requirement for a new facility must —

(a) be in the form specified by the Board;
(b) state the reasons why the new facility is unable to

comply with the prescribed water efficiency
requirement; and

(c) include or be accompanied by any documents and
information supporting the reasons.

(2) The Board may grant a waiver or modification for any
prescribed water efficiency requirement generally or for a
specified period.

Division 5 — Exceptions”.

Amendment of Third Schedule
8. In the principal Regulations, in the Third Schedule, in item 1 —

(a) in paragraph (1)(a)(i), replace “$2,889” with “$3,161”;
(b) in paragraph (1)(a)(ii), replace “$6,420” with “$6,976”;
(c) in paragraph (1)(a)(iii), replace “$9,416” with “$9,592”;
(d) in paragraph (2)(a), replace “$16.05” with “$16.35”;
(e) in paragraph (2)(b), replace “$72.225” with “$73.58”; and
(f) in paragraph (3), replace “$0.535” with “$0.55”.
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New Fifth Schedule
9. In the principal Regulations, after the Fourth Schedule, insert —

“FIFTH SCHEDULE
Regulations 40KA(a) and 40KC(1)

PART 1

PRESCRIBED INDUSTRIES AND PRESCRIBED WATER
EFFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR SECTION 40 OF ACT

First column . Second column

Prescribed industry Prescribed
water efficiency requirement

1. Biomedical and Pharmaceutical

(1) Manufacture of cell, tissue or
gene therapy products

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(2) Manufacture of contact lenses Recycle all specified waste
streams

(3) Manufacture of cosmetic
products

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(4) Manufacture of medical devices Recycle all specified waste
streams

(5) Manufacture of medicated oil or
balm

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(6) Manufacture of oral dental gum Recycle all specified waste
streams

(7) Manufacture of quasi‑medicinal
products

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(8) Manufacture of therapeutic
products

Recycle all specified waste
streams
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2. Electronics

(1) Manufacture of electronic
products or components, such
as batteries, capacitators,
display screens, hard disks,
printed circuit boards and
sensors

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(2) Manufacture of semiconductor
products, such as diodes, radio
frequency filters and photomasks

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(3) Manufacture of semiconductor
wafers from ingots

Recycle all specified waste
streams

(4) Testing and assembly of
semiconductor chips

Recycle all specified waste
streams

3. Wafer fabrication

(1) Front‑end fabrication of
semiconductor circuits from
blank wafers, that is, from the
start of fabrication to before
individual semiconductor
circuits are separated from the
blank wafers

Achieve a minimum recycling
rate of 50%

(2) Front‑end fabrication of
semiconductor wafers from
blank wafers, that is, from the
start of fabrication to before
individual semiconductor
wafers are separated from the
blank wafers

Achieve a minimum recycling
rate of 50%

PART 2

DEFINITIONS

In this Schedule —

“cell, tissue or gene therapy product” has the meaning given by the First
Schedule to the Health Products Act 2007;

“cosmetic product” has the meaning given by the First Schedule to the
Health Products Act 2007;
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“medical device” has the meaning given by the First Schedule to the
Health Products Act 2007;

“medicated oil or balm” has the meaning given by the First Schedule to
the Health Products Act 2007;

“oral dental gum” has the meaning given by the First Schedule to the
Health Products Act 2007;

“quasi‑medicinal product” has the meaning given by the First Schedule
to the Health Products Act 2007;

“recycling rate” means the rate of recycling determined in accordance
with the method set out in the PUB S&R Standard for Water
Efficiency;

“specified waste stream” means a reject stream of water generated from
any of the following processes:

(a) microfiltration;

(b) ultrafiltration;

(c) electrodeionisation;

(d) reverse osmosis;

“therapeutic product” has the meaning given by the First Schedule to the
Health Products Act 2007.”.

Miscellaneous amendments
10. In the principal Regulations —

(a) in the following provisions, replace “specified water
fitting” wherever it appears with “water device”:

(a) Regulation 40A, definitions of “manufacturer”, “supply”
and “test report”

(a) Regulation 40AA(1), (1A), (2) and (3)
(a) Regulation 40AB(1), (2), (2A)(a), (b) and (c) and (2B)
(a) Regulation 40AD(1)
(a) Regulation 40AE(1), (2)(b) and (ba), (3)(b) and (4)
(a) Regulation 40AG(1)
(a) Regulation 40AH(1)
(a) Second Schedule, Part 1, paragraph 1

S 904/20239



(a) Second Schedule, Part 1, paragraph 1, First column,
item (7)

(a) Second Schedule, Part 2, paragraphs 1(d) and 2
(a) Second Schedule, Part 3, paragraphs 3A, 4A and 4B;
(b) in Part IVAA, in Division 2, in the Division heading,

replace “specified water fittings” with “water devices”;
(c) in the following provisions, in the regulation heading,

replace “specified water fittings” with “water devices”:
(c) Regulation 40AA
(c) Regulation 40AB
(c) Regulation 40AG
(c) Regulation 40AH;
(d) in the following provisions, replace “paragraph (ea), (g) or

(h)” with “paragraph (g), (i) or (j)”:
(d) Regulation 40AA(1A)
(d) Regulation 40AB(2B);
(e) in regulation 40AB(2A)(d), replace “specified water

fitting’s” with “water device’s”;
(f) in the following provisions, replace

“http://www.pub.gov.sg” with “https://www.pub.gov.sg”:
(f) Regulation 40AE(2)(a)
(f) Regulation 40E(3)(a)(i); and
(g) in the Second Schedule, in Part 1, in paragraph 1, in the

first column, in the column heading, replace “Specified
water fitting” with “Water device”.

[G.N. Nos. S 97/2005; S 703/2008; S 832/2010;
S 161/2011; S 616/2013; S 721/2014; S 826/2014;
S 55/2015; S 133/2017; S 336/2017; S 164/2018;
S 535/2018; S 112/2019; S 153/2019; S 192/2019;

S 341/2020; S 747/2021; S 920/2021]
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Made on 26 December 2023.

CHIANG CHIE FOO
Chairperson,

Public Utilities Board,
Singapore.

[MSE S020/01/303; AG/LEGIS/SL/261/2020/1 Vol. 3]
(To be presented to Parliament under section 72(4) of the Public

Utilities Act 2001).
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