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Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Arms and Explosives
(Movement Control) Rules.

Definitions

2. In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires —

“approved magazine” means any magazine approved by the
licensing authority for the storage of explosives and includes
any place licensed for the storage of explosives under Part IV
of the Arms and Explosives (Explosives) Rules (R 2).

“approved strong-room” means any strong-room or safe
approved by the licensing authority for the safe keeping of
arms and includes the place where a person licensed to deal in
arms is required under rule 21 of the Arms and Explosives
(Arms) Rules (R 1) to keep such arms;
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“authorised officer” means —

(a) any police officer or officer of the Customs and
Excise Department;

(b) any person holding a commission in any of the
visiting forces lawfully present in Singapore or in any
local forces constituted under any written law;

(c) any authority or person appointed by the Minister by
office or name to be an authorised officer for the
purpose of exercising all or any of the powers
conferred upon an authorised officer by these Rules;

“crew” includes the person in charge of an aircraft and persons
carried in an aircraft as bona fide members of the staff
employed in the operation or service of the aircraft;

“police officer” includes any member of the Special
Constabulary constituted under Part VIII of the Police
Force Act (Cap. 235).

Exclusion

3. Except as provided by rule 4, these Rules shall not apply to arms
or explosives carried in any aircraft as passengers luggage or as
aircraft stores or which belong to any officer or member of the crew
of the aircraft.

Deposit of arms and explosives

4.—(1) The person in command of every aircraft landing in
Singapore shall require every person on board having in his
possession any arms or explosives to deposit the arms or
explosives with him and shall forthwith on arrival in Singapore —

(a) deliver the arms or explosives to an officer of the Customs
and Excise Department not below the rank of senior officer
of customs or, where no such officer is available, to a
member of the Singapore Airport Terminal Services
Auxiliary Police Force or the Changi Airport Services
Auxiliary Police Force not below the rank of sergeant, who
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shall forthwith deposit the arms or explosives with a
licensing authority —

(i) in the case of arms or explosives belonging to a
person in transit through Singapore, until the
departure of that person from Singapore; and

(ii) in the case of arms or explosives belonging to any
other person, until such other person has obtained
from a licensing authority a licence to possess such
arms or explosives; or

(b) deposit the arms or explosives with a licensing authority, in
cases where neither an officer of the Customs and Excise
Department not below the rank of senior officer of customs
nor a member of the Singapore Airport Terminal Services
Auxiliary Police Force or the Changi Airport Services
Auxiliary Police Force not below the rank of sergeant is on
duty.

(2) Any person on board any aircraft entering Singapore who fails
to deposit any arms or explosives in his possession with the person in
command of the aircraft shall be guilty of an offence under these
Rules.

(3) The person in command of any aircraft from which any person
removes or attempts to remove any arms or explosives required to be
deposited with him under paragraph (1) shall be guilty of an offence
under these Rules:

Provided that it shall be a good defence to any charge under this rule
if the person in command of the aircraft satisfies the court that he took
all reasonable steps to comply with paragraph (1).

Safe keeping of explosives

5.—(1) Every person having the custody or control of explosives
for use in the normal course of his profession, trade, business or
employment shall, except when the explosives are required for actual
use, keep the explosives in an approved magazine and shall keep a
stock book in the English language of all such explosives. Such stock
book shall show at all times the actual stock in hand and shall show
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the following particulars of explosives delivered to or removed from
such approved magazine:

(a) quantity and description;

(b) date and time of delivery or removal; and

(c) name and address of persons delivering or removing.

(2) Any person required to keep a stock book under paragraph (1)
who fails to keep such stock book in accordance in all respects with
the provisions of that paragraph shall be guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding $1,000.

Removal of arms and explosives from magazine or strong-
room

6.—(1) No person shall move or cause to be moved any arms from
any approved strong-room or any explosives from any approved
magazine except with the written authorisation of the licensing
authority for which application must be made in accordance with rule
6A. Every such authorisation is subject to such conditions as the
licensing authority may in his discretion impose.

[S 797/2020 wef 21/09/2020]

(2) Every person moving or causing to be moved any arms or
explosives without the written authorisation of the licensing authority
given under paragraph (1) or in contravention of any of the conditions
subject to which the authorisation has been issued shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding
$5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years or to both.

(3) This rule does not apply to or in relation to the removal of —

(a) any arms by a person to whom a licence to possess those
arms is issued under the Arms and Explosives (Arms)
Rules (R 1); or

(b) any explosives by a person to whom a licence to store those
explosives is issued under the Arms and Explosives
(Explosives) Rules (R 2), and in accordance with rule 8
of those Rules.

[S 797/2020 wef 21/09/2020]
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(4) [Deleted by S 797/2020 wef 21/09/2020]

Application for authorisation to move arms, etc.

6A. An application for an authorisation in rule 6(1) must be
made —

(a) using the electronic application service provided by the
Licensing Officer; or

(b) in the event of a malfunction or failure of the electronic
application service, in a written form required by the
Licensing Officer.

[S 797/2020 wef 21/09/2020]

Authority to search

7. Any authorised officer may without warrant and with or without
assistance enter and search any place, vehicle or person if he has
reasonable grounds for believing that an offence has been committed
under these Rules and may seize any evidence of the commission of
any such offence.

Arrest without warrant

8. An authorised officer may without warrant arrest any person
whom he reasonably believes to have committed an offence under
these Rules.

General penalty

9. Any person guilty of an offence under these Rules for which no
special penalty is provided shall be liable on conviction to a fine not
exceeding $5,000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding one
year or to both.

THE SCHEDULE

[Deleted by S 797/2020 wef 21/09/2020]
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

ARMS AND EXPLOSIVES (MOVEMENT CONTROL) RULES
(CHAPTER 13, R 4)

This Legislative History is provided for the convenience of users of the Arms and
Explosives (Movement Control) Rules. It is not part of these Rules.

1. 1990 Revised Edition—Arms and Explosives (Movement Control) Rules

Date of operation : 25 March 1992

2. G. N. No. S 139/2001 — Arms and Explosives (Movement Control)
(Amendment) Rules 2001

Date of commencement : 1 April 2001

3. 1990 Revised Edition — Arms and Explosives (Movement Control)
Rules 1990

Date of operation : 31 December 9999

4. G.N. No. S 797/2020 — Arms and Explosives (Movement Control)
(Amendment) Rules 2020

Date of commencement : 21 September 2020
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