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COPYRIGHT ACT 2021

COPYRIGHT
(ACCESS CONTROL MEASURES —

PRESCRIBED EXCEPTIONS) REGULATIONS 2024

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS
Regulation

1. Citation and period in force
2. Definitions
3. Purpose of Regulations
4. Exception — circumventing access control measure that

prevents text from being converted into accessible format, etc.
5. Exception — preservation and replacement of material in public

collections
6. Exception — administration of public collections

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 505 of the Copyright
Act 2021, the Minister for Law makes the following Regulations:

Citation and period in force
1.—(1) These Regulations are the Copyright (Access Control

Measures — Prescribed Exceptions) Regulations 2024.
(2) These Regulations are in force for the period between 1 January

2025 and 31 December 2028 (both dates inclusive).

Definitions
2. In these Regulations —

“access control measure” has the meaning given by section 423
of the Act;

“protected copy” has the meaning given by section 422 of the
Act.
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Purpose of Regulations
3. These Regulations prescribe, under section 435 of the Act,

circumstances in which a person may circumvent an access control
measure.

Exception — circumventing access control measure that
prevents text from being converted into accessible format, etc.
4. A person may circumvent an access control measure that has

been applied to a protected copy of a literary or dramatic work if —
(a) the work is in an electronic format;
(b) the access control measure has been applied to all

reasonably available electronic copies of the work
(including any digital text edition made available by an
institution aiding persons with print disabilities) so as to—

(i) prevent the operation of any function that reads aloud
the text of the work; or

(ii) prevent any specialised assistive device or computer
software from converting the text of the work into an
accessible format; and

(c) the circumvention is for the purpose of a dealing, in
relation to the work, in circumstances that constitute a
permitted use under any provision in Division 4 of Part 5 of
the Act.

Exception — preservation and replacement of material in
public collections
5.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a person may circumvent an

access control measure that has been applied to a protected copy of an
authorial work, a sound recording, a film or a recording of a protected
performance if the circumvention is for the purpose of making a copy
of the authorial work, sound recording, film or recording of a
protected performance in circumstances that constitute a permitted
use under section 232(1) of the Act.
(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply where the circumstances relate to

making a copy of the material under section 232(2)(c)(iv) of the Act.
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Exception — administration of public collections
6.—(1) Subject to paragraph (2), a person may circumvent an

access control measure that has been applied to a protected copy of an
authorial work, a sound recording, a film or a recording of a protected
performance if the circumvention is for the purpose of making a copy
of or communicating the authorial work, sound recording, film or
recording of a protected performance in circumstances that constitute
a permitted use under section 233(1) of the Act.
(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply where the circumstances relate to

making a copy of the material or a communication of the material for
the purpose in section 233(2)(c)(vi) of the Act.

Made on 18 December 2024.

LUKE GOH
Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Law,
Singapore.

[LAW 71/002; AG/LEGIS/SL/63/2020/11]
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