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No. S 684

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 1959

HOUSING AND DEVELOPMENT
(ANIMALS) RULES 2024

ARRANGEMENT OF RULES
Rule

1. Citation and commencement
2. Definitions
3. Keeping of cats or dogs in property
4. Entry and search of property
5. Offence
6. Revocation
7. Transitional provisions in respect of cats

The Schedule

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 31 of the Housing
and Development Act 1959, the Housing and Development Board,
with the approval of the Minister for National Development, makes
the following Rules:

Citation and commencement
1. These Rules are the Housing and Development (Animals)

Rules 2024 and come into operation on 1 September 2024.

Definitions
2. In these Rules —

“keep”, in relation to a cat or dog, means to keep the cat or dog
permanently or temporarily for any duration of time;

“lessee” includes any licensee, tenant or owner of any property;
“property” means any property licensed, leased or sold or

otherwise provided by the Board under the Act.
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Keeping of cats or dogs in property
3.—(1) A lessee of any property must not keep or allow to be kept

in the property any cat or dog except in accordance with this rule.
(2) Subject to paragraph (3), a lessee of any property provided by

the Board for residential purposes is permitted to keep in the
property —

(a) one dog only, which must be —
(i) in the case of an applicable lessee — an assistance

dog or applicable dog; or
(ii) in any other case — an applicable dog; and

(b) not more than 2 cats.
(3) A lessee who wishes to keep in any property provided by the

Board for residential purposes —
(a) any dog other than —

(i) in the case of an applicable lessee — an assistance
dog or applicable dog; or

(ii) in any other case — an applicable dog;
(b) more than one dog (regardless of whether each of those

dogs is an assistance dog or applicable dog, as the case may
be); or

(c) more than 2 cats,
must obtain the prior written permission of the Board.
(4) Paragraphs (2) and (3) do not affect any requirement under the

Animals and Birds Act 1965 or any rules made under that Act for a
licence in respect of any premises or for the keeping of any cat or dog.
(5) In this rule —

“applicable dog” means —
(a) a dog of a breed specified in the Schedule; or
(b) a dog that is adopted from an animal welfare

organisation under a scheme for the rehoming of
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dogs specified on the Board’s Internet website at
https://www.hdb.gov.sg;

“applicable lessee” means a lessee with a disability who is
registered with the Ministry of Social and Family
Development;

“assistance dog” means a dog of any breed which is trained to
assist a person with a disability.

Entry and search of property
4. A lessee of any property must allow an officer of the Board or

any person authorised by the Board to enter the property at any
reasonable time to ascertain any of the following:

(a) whether any cat or dog is kept in the property;
(b) the number of cats kept in the property;
(c) the number and breed of dogs kept in the property.

Offence
5. A lessee who contravenes or fails to comply with rule 3(1) or 4

shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding $4,000.

Revocation
6. Revoke the Housing and Development (Animals) Rules (R 4).

Transitional provisions in respect of cats
7.—(1) Rule 3(2)(b) and (3)(c) does not apply to a lessee of any

property provided by the Board for residential purposes during the
period from 1 September 2024 to 31 August 2026 (both dates
inclusive) in respect of any cat kept by the lessee in the property in
excess of the limit specified in rule 3(2)(b), if the lessee keeps the cat
immediately before 1 September 2024.
(2) Rule 3(2)(b) and (3)(c) does not apply to a lessee of any

property provided by the Board for residential purposes in respect of
any cat which the lessee keeps in the premises in excess of the limit
specified in rule 3(2)(b) on or after 1 September 2026, if the lessee —
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(a) keeps the cat immediately before 1 September 2024; and
(b) obtains, before 1 September 2026, a licence under the

Animals and Birds (Licensing and Control of Cats and
Dogs) Rules 2024 (G.N. No. S 683/2024) in respect of that
cat,

for so long as the licence is not revoked or cancelled, or is renewed
and is not subsequently revoked or cancelled.

THE SCHEDULE
Rule 3(5)

APPLICABLE DOGS

1. Affenpinscher

2. Australian Silky Terrier

3. Australian Terrier

4. Bichon Frise

5. Bohemian Terrier

6. Bolognese

7. Brussels Griffon (also known as Griffon Bruxellois)

8. Bichon Havanese

9. Border Terrier

10. Boston Terrier (Lightweight or Middle weight)

11. Cairn Terrier

12. Cavalier King Charles Spaniel

13. Chihuahua

14. Chinese Crested Dog

15. Chinese Imperial Chin

16. Chinese Temple Dog (Classic or Miniature)

17. Coton de tulear

18. Czech Terrier

19. Dachshund (Light or Miniature)

20. Dandie Dinmont Terrier
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THE SCHEDULE — continued

21. English Toy Spaniel

22. Griffon Belge

23. German Hunting Terrier

24. Griffon Brabancon

25. Hairless Dog

26. Italian Greyhound

27. Jack Russell Terrier

28. Japanese Spaniel (also known as Chin)

29. Japanese Spitz

30. Lhasa Apso

31. Little Lion Dog

32. Lakeland Terrier

33. Maltese

34. Manchester Terrier

35. Miniature Pinscher

36. Miniature Schnauzer

37. Norfolk Terrier

38. Norwich Terrier

39. Papillon

40. Pekinese

41. Pomeranian

42. Poodle (Toy or Miniature)

43. Pug

44. Schipperke

45. Scottish Terrier

46. Sealyham Terrier

47. Shetland Sheep Dog

48. Shih Tzu

49. Silky Terrier
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THE SCHEDULE — continued

50. Small Continental Spaniel

51. Small English Terrier

52. Small Spitz

53. Smooth Fox Terrier

54. Toy Fox Terrier

55. Toy Terrier

56. Tibetan Spaniel

57. Volpino Italiano

58. West Highland Terrier

59. Wire-Haired Fox Terrier

60. Welsh Terrier

61. Yorkshire Terrier

62. Cross of any 2 breeds in items 1 to 61

Made on 30 August 2024.

BENNY LIM SIANG HOE
Chairperson,

Housing and Development Board,
Singapore.

[ND 311/4-105; AG/LEGIS/SL/129/2020/12]
(To be presented to Parliament under section 31(6) of the Housing

and Development Act 1959).
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