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Citation

1. These Rules may be cited as the Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles,
Lighting) Rules.

Definitions
2.—(1) In these Rules, unless the context otherwise requires —

“Agreement” means the United Nations Economic Commission
for Europe Agreement Concerning the Adoption of Uniform
Technical Prescriptions for Wheeled Vehicles, Equipment and
Parts which can be Fitted and/or be Used on Wheeled
Vehicles and the Conditions for Reciprocal Recognition of
Approvals Granted on the Basis of these Prescriptions,
formerly known as the Agreement Concerning the
Adoption of Uniform Conditions of Approval and
Reciprocal Recognition of Approval for Motor Vehicle
Equipment and Parts, done at Geneva on 20th March 1958;

[S 656/2009 wef 01/01/2010]

“dipped beam” means a beam of light emitted by a headlamp,
being a beam which is deflected downwards or both
downwards and to the left to such an extent that it is at all
times incapable of dazzling any person who is on the same
horizontal plane as the vehicle at a greater distance than 7.5
metres from the lamp and whose eye-level is not less than one
metre above that plane;

“front lamp”, in relation to a vehicle, means a lamp which is
capable of showing to the front of the vehicle a light and is
fitted not more than 300 millimetres nearer the vertical plane
passing through the longitudinal axis of the vehicle than the
furthest point of the vehicle on the same side thereof;

“headlamp” means a lamp on a vehicle which is designed, when
lit, to illuminate the road in front of the vehicle;

“hours of darkness” means the time between 7.00 p.m. and 7.00
a.m.;

“illuminated area” means, in relation to a lamp, the area of the
orthogonal projection on a vertical plane at right angles to the
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longitudinal axis of the vehicle of that part of the lamp
through which light is emitted;

“low beam” means a beam of light emitted by a lamp other than a
headlamp, being a beam which is deflected downwards or
both downwards and to the left to such an extent that it is at all
times incapable of dazzling any person who is on the same
horizontal plane as the vehicle at a greater distance than 7.5
metres from the lamp and whose eye-level is not less than one
metre above that plane;

“main beam” means a beam of light emitted by a headlamp,
being a beam which is not a dipped beam,;

“matched pair”, in relation to lamps fitted on or to a vehicle,
means a pair of lamps, one on each side of the vertical plane
passing through the Ilongitudinal axis of the vehicle
(disregarding for the purpose of ascertaining such axis, any
side-car attached thereto) in respect of which the following
conditions are satisfied:

(a) each lamp in the pair 1s alike in respect of shape, size
and power and is at the same height above the ground;
and

(b) the distances between the centre of each lamp in the pair
and the vertical plane passing through the longitudinal
axis of the vehicle do not vary by more than 25
millimetres;

“rear lamp”, in relation to a vehicle, means a lamp which is
capable of showing to the rear of the vehicle a red light visible
from a reasonable distance;

“width” means the width of a vehicle measured between vertical
planes parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and
passing through the extreme projecting points thereof
exclusive of any driving mirror and direction indicator.

(2) Neither of the expressions “front lamp” and “rear lamp” shall
include any lamp carried by a vehicle for any one or more of the
following purposes only:
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(a) for use as, or to illuminate, a direction indicator;

(b) for intimating the intention of the driver of the vehicle to stop
or to slow down,;

(c) for showing a light to the rear when reversing the vehicle; and
(d) for the internal illumination of the vehicle.
(3) For the purposes of the Schedule —

“centre plane”, in relation to a vehicle, means the vertical plane
through the longitudinal axis of the vehicle; and

“side plane”, in relation to a vehicle, means a vertical plane
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle and passing
through the extreme projecting points on a side of the vehicle
exclusive of any driving mirror or lamp.

Lamps to be fitted on or to a vehicle

3. In the case of a vehicle of a description specified in column 1 of
the Schedule the type of lamps specified in column 2 of the Schedule
and the number thereof specified in column 3 of the Schedule in
relation to that description of vehicle shall be fixed on the vehicle in
accordance with the requirements with respect to the lateral position
of those lamps, their maximum height from the ground and otherwise,
which are specified in relation to that description of vehicle in
columns 4, 5 and 6 of the Schedule.

Lights to be carried by vehicles at night

4.—(1) Subject to these Rules, every vehicle on a road shall during
the hours of darkness carry —

(a) two lamps, each showing to the front a white light visible
from a reasonable distance; and

(b) two lamps, each showing to the rear a red light visible from a
reasonable distance.

(2) It shall be the duty of a person who causes or permits a vehicle to
be on any road during the hours of darkness to provide the vehicle
with lamps in accordance with these Rules.
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Lamps to be lit during hours of darkness

5.—(1) When any motor vehicle is in motion during the hours of
darkness on a length of road, every lamp required to be carried by the
motor vehicle by virtue of these Rules shall be kept lit.

(2) Every headlamp of a vehicle shall, when lit under paragraph (1),
emit a dipped beam if —

(a) there are on the road along which the vehicle is moving street
lamps placed not more than 150 metres from each other; and

(b) the lamps are lit.

(3) For the purposes of this rule, it shall not be necessary for the
front lamps of a vehicle to be kept lit if the vehicle is being drawn by
another and the distance between the two vehicles is less than 1%
metres.

Headlamps to be switched off while vehicle is stationary

6. No headlamp carried by a vehicle shall be kept lit while the
vehicle is stationary on a road:

Provided that this rule shall not apply to headlamps used —
(a) on any vehicle during an enforced stoppage of the vehicle; or
(h) on a public service vehicle when stopping to pick up or set
down passengers.
Automatic headlamp switch-on device

6A.—(1) Every motor cycle first registered in Singapore on or after
st November 1997 shall be equipped with a device that is constructed
to cause the headlamp of the motor cycle —

(a) to emit a dipped beam automatically when the engine of the
motor cycle is started by turning the ignition switch; and

(h) to remain lit at all times while the engine is running.

(2) The device referred to in paragraph (1) shall be maintained in
proper working condition.

[S 422/1997 wef 01/11/1997]
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Maintenance of lamps

7. Every lamp fitted to or on a motor vehicle shall be kept
unobscured and in a clean and efficient condition.

Internal illumination

8. Except with the approval of the Registrar, no vehicle shall have
fitted in its interior any lamp visible to an observer to the front or to the
rear of the vehicle unless such lamp is necessary for the purpose of
internal illumination of the vehicle.

Additional lamps on breakdown vehicles

9.—(1) One or more lamps showing an amber light may be carried
on a breakdown vehicle.

(2) Each lamp carried in pursuance of this rule shall be so fixed to
the vehicle that the centre of the lamp is at a height of not less than 1'%
metres from the ground and that it is on or as near as practicable to the
longitudinal axis of the vehicle.

(3) The light shown by each lamp carried in pursuance of this rule
shall be in the form of a concentrated beam or beams rotating in a
substantially horizontal plane.

(4) No breakdown vehicle shall carry a lamp showing an amber light
in pursuance of this rule except while it is being used in connection
with, and is in the immediate vicinity of, an accident or breakdown, or
while it is being used to draw a brokendown vehicle.

Special lights on breakdown vehicles

10.—(1) A breakdown vehicle may carry one or more lamps
showing a white light which comply with paragraph (2) for the
purposes of illuminating the scene of an accident or breakdown.

(2) Each lamp shall be so constructed, fitted and maintained that no
part of its illuminated area is less than 12 metres from the ground.

(3) No person shall illuminate any lamp carried by a breakdown
vehicle by virtue of this rule except while the vehicle is in the
immediate vicinity of an accident or breakdown and there is
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illuminated a lamp or lamps showing an amber light carried on the
vehicle in accordance with rule 9.

(4) Any person using a lamp carried on a breakdown vehicle by
virtue of this rule shall ensure that it is so directed that no person who
is driving a vehicle is dazzled by the light emitted therefrom.

(5) The light shown by a lamp carried on a breakdown vehicle by
virtue of this rule may be moved by swivelling, deflecting or
otherwise while the vehicle is in motion in the immediate vicinity of
the accident or breakdown.

Special lights on vehicles used for fire brigade, etc., purposes

11.—(1) A lamp showing a light of such colour as may be approved
by the Registrar may be carried on a motor vehicle used for fire
brigade, ambulance or police purposes or a vehicle owned by a police
officer or a fire service officer or a civil defence officer and used by
him in the execution of his duties.

(2) A lamp carried in pursuance of this rule shall be fixed to the roof
of the vehicle, and on or as near as practicable to the longitudinal axis
of the vehicle.

(3) The light shown by a lamp carried in pursuance of this rule shall
be in the form of beams rotating in a substantially horizontal plane.

(4) No vehicle shall, in pursuance of this rule, carry a lamp showing
a light except when the vehicle is being used for any of the purposes
specified in paragraph (1) and it is necessary or desirable to do so
either to indicate to other road users the urgency of the purposes for
which the vehicle is being used, or to warn other road users of the
presence of the vehicle on the road.

Special lights on public service vehicles

12.—(1) A public service vehicle which is more than 2! metres in
height may carry on the foremost and topmost part of the vehicle not
less than two nor more than 5 lamps each showing, when lit, a diffused
light of a colour approved by the Registrar.
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(2) The lamps referred to in paragraph (1) shall be lit only during the
hours of darkness when the vehicle is carrying passengers for hire or
reward.

No additional lamp to be fitted on vehicle

13. Except as provided by these Rules or any other rule made under
this Act no person shall, without the permission of the Registrar, cause
or permit any lamp which is visible to an observer on a road to be
fitted to or on a vehicle unless such lamp is at all times prevented from
showing a light by means of a cover fitted thereon.

Markings on electric bulbs in lamps

14. Every electric bulb in a lamp required to be fitted on or to a
motor vehicle by virtue of these Rules shall have the wattage thereof
indelibly marked upon the glass or the metal cap thereof in a readily
legible manner.

Character of headlamp

15.—(1) Every headlamp required to be carried by a motor vehicle
by virtue of these Rules shall, when lit, show to the front of the vehicle
a white light visible from a reasonable distance.

(2) Every headlamp fitted on or to a vehicle shall have its wiring
arranged so that it can emit both main and dipped beams.

(3) It shall not be necessary for any headlamp fitted on or to any of
the following vehicles to be capable of emitting a main beam:

(a) a motor-cycle which is so constructed as to be incapable of
exceeding a speed of 50 kilometres per hour; and

(b) a locomotive which is so constructed as to be incapable of
exceeding a speed of 40 kilometres per hour.

(4) No headlamp shall be used on a vehicle unless the headlamp is
so constructed, fitted and maintained that the beam of light emitted
therefrom can be extinguished by the operation of a device which at
the same time causes a dipped beam to be emitted from the headlamp.
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Headlamp levelling device

15A.—(1) Every high intensity gas-discharge headlamp fitted to a
motor vehicle to which this rule applies shall be installed in such a
manner as to comply with —

(a) regulation 48 (Uniform Provisions Concerning the Approval
of Vehicles with Regard to the Installation of Lighting and
Light-signalling Devices) of Addendum 47 to the Agreement;
or

(b) such other specifications as the Registrar may approve from
time to time.

(2) Where a headlamp levelling device is necessary for a high
intensity gas-discharge headlamp to comply with paragraph (1), the
device shall be automatic.

(3) Every high intensity gas-discharge headlamp or headlamp
levelling device fitted to a motor vehicle shall, at all times while
the motor vehicle is used on a road, be maintained in proper working
condition.

(4) This rule shall apply to every motor vehicle fitted with high
intensity gas-discharge headlamps registered on or after 1st January
2010, except any such motor vehicle which is —

(a) a motor cycle;
(b) a scooter; or

(c) a motor vehicle which, the Registrar is satisfied cannot, by
virtue of its construction or use, practically comply with the
requirements of the Act.

(5) In this rule, “high intensity gas-discharge headlamp” means a
lamp which contains an inert gas and emits light when it comes into
contact with a high-voltage electrical arc.

[S 656/2009 wef 01/01/2010]
Movement of matched pair of headlamps

16. The beam of light emitted from a matched pair of headlamps
fitted to a motor vehicle may be deflected to either side by the
movement of, although not necessarily through the same angle as the
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front wheels of the vehicle when turned for the purpose of steering the
vehicle, if the centre of any headlamp of the pair is not more than one
metre from the ground.

Wattage of headlamp

17. The rated wattage of the electric bulb or the total rated wattage of
all the bulbs with which a headlamp is fitted shall not be less than —

(a) 10 watts where the headlamp is fitted on or to a motor cycle
which is so constructed as to be incapable of exceeding a
speed of 50 kilometres per hour by reason of its construction;

(b) 15 watts where the headlamp is fitted on or to any other
motor-cycle; and

(c¢) 30 watts where the headlamp is fitted on or to any other motor
vehicle.

Character of front lamps

18.—(1) Every front lamp fitted on or to a vehicle shall, when lit,
show a white light to the front of the vehicle except that if the front
lamp also serves as a device for signalling the driver’s intention to
change the direction of travel it shall show an amber light.

(2) The light emitted from a front lamp shall be either a diffused
light or a low beam.

Character of rear lamps

19.—(1) Every rear lamp fitted on or to a vehicle shall, when lit,
show a red diffused light to the rear of the vehicle.

(2) The total rated wattage of the bulb or bulbs with which a rear
lamp is fitted shall be not less than 5 watts or not more than 36 watts.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), the total rated wattage of the
bulb or bulbs with which a rear lamp is fitted shall be not less than 8
watts or not more than 36 watts in the case of either a public service
vehicle adapted to carry more than 14 persons excluding the driver or
a goods vehicle with an unladen weight exceeding 1,500 kilograms, if
in either case the vehicle is registered on or after 1st July 1980.
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INluminated area of front lamp, rear lamp, etc.
20.—(1) Every —
(a) front lamp;
(b) rear lamp;

(c) clearance lamp fitted on or to a public service vehicle under
rule 12; or

(d) pass lamp or flank lamp fitted on or to a public service vehicle
or goods vehicle respectively in accordance with
the Schedule,

which is capable of emitting a diffused light shall, if circular, have an
illuminated area not less than 50 millimetres in diameter or, if not
circular, have an illuminated area not less than the area of a circle of 50
millimetres in diameter and of such a shape that a circle of 20
millimetres in diameter may be inscribed therein.

(2) The total rated wattage of the bulb or bulbs with which a front
lamp, flank lamp, clearance lamp or pass lamp referred to in
paragraph (1) is fitted shall be not less than 5 watts or not more
than 7 watts.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), every rear lamp of the following
vehicles shall have an illuminated area of not less than the area of a
circle of 88 millimetres in diameter or 60 square centimetres:

(a) a public service vehicle registered on or after 1st July 1980,
with a carrying capacity of more than 14 persons excluding
the driver; and

(b) a goods vehicle registered on or after that date with an
unladen weight exceeding 1,500 kilograms.
Prohibition on movement of light emitted from lamp

21. Except as otherwise provided in these Rules, no light shown by a
vehicle, other than a dipping headlight, shall be moved by swivelling,
deflecting or otherwise while the vehicle is in motion.
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Restrictions on the nature of lamps fitted on or to a vehicle
22.—(1) No vehicle shall, subject to these Rules, show —
(a) ared light to the front; or

(b) any light to the rear, other than a red light or a white light for
the purpose of reversing.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not prevent a vehicle from carrying a lamp
showing a light to the rear for the purposes of —

(a) internal illumination of the vehicle;

(b) illuminating an identification mark, a taxi meter, or any
device for giving signals to overtaking traffic; or

(c) in the case of a public service vehicle, illuminating boards,
plates or devices indicating the route or destination of the
vehicle.

Fog lamp on vehicle

23.—(1) Except as permitted by this rule, no fog lamp may be fitted
to a motor vehicle.

(2) Subject to this rule, any motor vehicle may be fitted with one or
both of the following:

(a) a matched pair of front fog lamps;
(b) either —
(1) a single rear fog lamp; or
(i1) a matched pair of rear fog lamps.
(3) A fog lamp fitted to a motor vehicle shall not be lit —
(a) at any time other than in conditions of seriously reduced
visibility; or
(b) in a manner as to cause undue dazzle or discomfort to other

persons using the road.

(4) A matched pair of fog lamps fitted to a motor vehicle shall have a
lateral position of not less than 600 millimetres between the centre of
both lamps.
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(5) A fog lamp shall —

(a) be fitted to a motor vehicle in such a manner as to comply
with regulation 48 (Uniform Provisions Concerning the
Approval of Vehicles with Regard to the Installation of
Lighting and Light-signalling Devices) of Addendum 47 to
the Agreement;

(b) in the case of a front fog lamp, comply with regulation 19
(Uniform Provisions Concerning the Approval of Motor
Vehicle Front Fog Lamps) of Addendum 18 to the
Agreement; and

(c) in the case of a rear fog lamp, comply with regulation 38
(Uniform Provisions Concerning the Approval of Rear Fog
Lamps For Power-Driven Vehicles and their Trailers) of
Addendum 37 to the Agreement.

(6) Every fog lamp retrofitted to a motor vehicle shall be constructed
and fitted in accordance with the standard approved by the Registrar
for this purpose.

(7) In this rule —

“front fog lamp” means a lamp used to improve the illumination
of the road in front of a motor vehicle in conditions of
seriously reduced visibility;

“rear fog lamp” means a lamp used to render a motor vehicle
more readily visible from the rear in conditions of seriously
reduced visibility.

[S 292/2003 wef 13/06/2003]
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THE SCHEDULE

Road Traffic Act
(Chapter 276)

Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting) Rules

Rule 3

REQUIREMENTS AS TO POSITION ON VEHICLES OF LAMPS REQUIRED
TO BE FITTED TO OR ON THE VEHICLES BY VIRTUE OF THESE RULES

1 2 3 4 5 6
Descrip Type of  Number Lateral Vertical Position of
tion of lamps of lamps position of  position of  each lamp
vehicle required  required  centre of centre of

of each each lamp  each lamp
type required
1. Headlamp One Both on the All lamps —

Moto centre plane not  more

r- Rear lamp One of vehicle than 1'%

cycle metres

above the
ground
level.
2. Headlamp One  Headlamp on All lamps —

Moto Rear lam Two the centre not  more

r- p plane of than 1%

cycle vehicle metres

with 0 above the

. ne rear

side : ground

amp on the

car level.

ttach centre plane

a and the other

ed .

theret on the sidecar

o ere attached

thereto and at
a position not

more than
300
millimetres
nearer the

centre plane
than the side
plane on the
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THE SCHEDULE — continued
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. pair
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side vehicle
car
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. Land Headlamp A Each (a) —
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and more than not
A
works 400 more
. matched ..
vehi air millimetres than
cle p from the 1.5
outermost metres
part of the above
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THE SCHEDULE — continued

than
1.5
metres
above
the
ground
level.
The
Regis
trar
may,
subject
to such
terms
and
condi
tions
as he
may
impos
e,
approv
ea
height
of
more
than
1.5
metres
but
less
than
2.0
metre
S.

5. Every Front lamp A Each  front All lamps —
trailer matched lamp or rear not  more
and pair  lamp not than 1.5
every A more  than metres
vehi 400 above the
matched ..
cle . millimetres  ground

being PA from the level. The

Rear lamp
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THE SCHEDULE — continued
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by surface to the terms and
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part of the as he may
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height  of
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cle projecting
which point of the
has a vehicle and
width as high as
of possible.
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more
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THE SCHEDULE — continued
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Informal Consolidation — version in force from 1/1/2010



Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles,

Car. 276, R 10]

Lighting) Rules

[1990 Ed. p. 19

THE SCHEDULE — continued

d the
front
of the
dri
ver’s
seat

9. Marker lamp
Vehi showing a
cle red diffuse
with a light to the
load rear when lit
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rear
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vehi
cle

10. Every An  amber
new  rotating
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y
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One —
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THE SCHEDULE — continued

11.

an
over
all
length
of
more
than
11
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S

Every Headlamp
other

motor
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cle Front lamp
Rear lamp

A

matched

pair

A

matched

pair

A
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pair
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front lamp or
rear lamp not
more than
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(@)
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than
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level.

All
front
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the
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THE SCHEDULE — continued

12.
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Scho
ol bus
which
has a
width
of not
more
than
2.3
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ol bus
which
has a

Pass  lamp
which blinks
when the
vehicle 1S
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when the
vehicle 1S
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pair

A
matched
pair

Each lamp on
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rear and as
near to the

subject
to such
terms
and
condi
tions
as he
may
impos
e,
approv
ea
height
of
more
than
1.5
metres
but
less
than
2.0
metre
S.
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Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles,

p- 22 1990 Ed.] Lighting) Rules [Cap. 276, R 10
THE SCHEDULE — continued
width extreme
of projecting
more point of the
than vehicle and
23 as high as
metre possible.
]

14. All Identifica One or a — For a single
motor tion  mark matched lamp, at the
vehi  lamp pair top or
cles showing a bottom of

white the rear
diffused identifica
light to the tion mark.
rear For a
identifica matched
tion  mark pair, at the
when lit sides of both
vertical

edges of the
rear
identifica
tion mark or
in such other
positions as
the Registrar
may
approve.

[S 449/2005 wef 11/07/2005]
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LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

ROAD TRAFFIC (MOTOR VEHICLES, LIGHTING) RULES
(CHAPTER 276, R 10)

This Legislative History is provided for the convenience of users of the Road
Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting) Rules. It is not part of these Rules.
1. G. N. No. S 346/1974 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) Rules 1974
Date of commencement : 1 January 1975

2. G. N. No. S 78/1975 — Road Traffic (Miscellaneous Amendments)
Rules 1975

Date of commencement : 18 April 1975

3. G. N. No. S 202/1980 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1980

Date of commencement ;1 July 1980

4. G. N. No. S 69/1981 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1981

Date of commencement : 1 April 1981

5. G. N. No. S 396/1981 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment No. 2)
Rules 1981

Date of commencement : 1 January 1982

6. G. N. No. S 19/1982 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1982

Date of commencement : 25 January 1982

7. G. N. No. S 167/1982 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment No. 2)
Rules 1982

Date of commencement ;1 July 1982

8. G. N. No. S 199/1987 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1987

Date of commencement : 17 July 1987

9. G. N. No. S 63/1988 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1988

Date of commencement : 18 March 1988
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11

12

13

14

15

16

i
. G. N. No. S 74/1988 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1988 Corrigendum
Date of commencement : 18 March 1988

. G. N. No. S 423/1989 — Motor Vehicles (Lighting) (Amendment)
Rules 1989

Date of commencement : 27 October 1989
. 1990 Revised Edition — Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting) Rules
Date of operation : 25 March 1992

. G. N. No. S 422/1997 — Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting)
(Amendment) Rules 1997

Date of commencement : 1 November 1997

. G. N. No. S 292/2003 — Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting)
(Amendment) Rules 2003

Date of commencement : 13 June 2003

. G. N. No. S 449/2005 — Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting)
(Amendment) Rules 2005

Date of commencement ;11 July 2005

. G. N. No. S 656/2009 — Road Traffic (Motor Vehicles, Lighting)
(Amendment) Rules 2009

Date of commencement : 1 January 2010
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